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The greatest picture of our Messiah is found in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah the Prophet. Isaiah lived about
2700 years ago and like King David before him (Psalms 16:10-11; 22, 110:1-4), he too saw Messiah from
a distance. Isaiah 53 gives us the fullest, most complete picture of our King. From his exaltation above
Father Abraham and Moses, to his incredible humiliation and suffering that he would endure for you. I
say, ‘you’ because with his sacrificial death, by his blood, you can be cleansed and therefore able to stand
before Yahveh on the Day that is Living Fire (Ex. 3:2; 19:18; 24:17, Deut. 4:24, etc.).
Yahveh demands that there must be a blood sacrifice in order for our sins to be atoned for or forgiven. We
see this very clearly on Yom Kipor (the Day of Atonement). Not Yom Kipor in our time but in the days
of Moses. In Lev. 16, Yahveh tells Moses that Aaron is only to come into the Holy of Holies, where the
Ark of the Covenant was, where Yahveh literally dwelt in the Cloud of Glory over the Ark, on one day a
year; the 10th day of the 7th month. Both numbers convey the sense of fullness and completion, for what
happened on that Day was the total cleansing of Israel from our sins. The essential requirement was the
sacrificial blood of a goat. If Aaron would have shown up without it, he would have been scorched! It
tells us in the next chapter the concept behind this, that only a blood sacrifice can cleanse us from our
sins:
‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood and I have given it to you on the Altar to make
atonement for your souls. For it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.’
(Lev. 17:11)
It is not only my belief but my understanding and knowledge that I declare to you that our Messiah has
come and given his life for you, that you might be cleansed of your sins so that you can stand before God
on that Day and have entry into the New Jerusalem. My knowledge is real as it comes from Him who Is. I
speak God’s Truth to you my people. It is not just ‘belief’ in a mental, academic sense but true knowledge
of the Holy One of Israel as He promised as recorded in the book of Jeremiah:
‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares Yahveh, ‘when I will make a New Covenant with the
House of Israel and with the House of Judah, not like the Covenant which I made with
their Fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,
My Covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,’ declares Yahveh.
‘But this is the Covenant which I will make with the House of Israel after those days,’ declares Yahveh, ‘I will put My Law within them and on their heart I will write it. And I
will be their God and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know Yahveh’ for they will all know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares Yahveh, ‘for I will forgive their
iniquity and their sin I will remember no more’ (Jer. 31:31).
This knowledge of Yahveh, this true knowledge comes to us via the Holy Spirit that He gives us when we
come to belief in His Messiah. This was prophesied by Ezekiel, 2500 years ago (Ezk. 36:22-28). He not
only gives us His Spirit but says that He will be our God and bring us back to the Land of Israel. He is
faithful to His Word. He is not a man that He should lie.
Notice also that this understanding of Who our God is comes to us via His New Covenant that He gives to

the Houses of Israel and Judah. A New Covenant. If the one we got with Moses could change our hearts
to follow His Torah, His Law, His Ways, then we would not have needed a New Covenant. But the Law
of Moses, as holy as it is, does not help us to walk in it but condemns us when we don’t.
There are many laws here that we break; some intentionally and some in ignorance but the Three Great
Commandments, who can say that they keep them continually? They are to love Yahveh with all our heart
(Deut. 6:4-5) and to love our neighbor as ourself (Lev. 19:18), and to love the stranger in our midst (Lev.
19:34). We might ‘Amen!’ them as righteous and noble but who can say that they have always kept them?
The Law can only be used against us on that Day. We can never run to it and seek our righteousness and
justification from it. Not on that Day when the only thing that God will look for is a true belief in what He
has done for you. He has sent Messiah Yeshua to die for you, that you might have Messiah’s Life today
and be declared righteous on that Day. And this leads us back to the greatest picture of Messiah in all the
Tanach: Isaiah 53.
Of course, it is here that the enemy of our souls delights to cause confusion and strife over just exactly
what Isaiah meant. Today, if we ask most Rabbis as to whom Isaiah was speaking about, they would tell
us it has nothing to do with Messiah but with Israel. In this way, we are steered away from seeing what
Isaiah saw. Because of the dishonest and deceptive treatment of the text we will be presenting a triple
theme line for the passage. One, we will see that the text refers to Messiah and not to Israel.
Two, the Messiah presented here will be a suffering and dying Messiah, giving His Blood for the sins of
Israel. And three, that the Messiah presented can be none other than Messiah Yeshua, a Jew, condemned
to death by our ‘Congress’ (the Sanhedrin) and crucified about 2,000 years ago by the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate. In this, both Jewish and Gentile authorities, which symbolize all the peoples of the Earth,
stand condemned for they murdered the Prince of Life. But this was part of God’s design to rescue us
from Hell.
Turning to our text and our first theme, we begin with evaluating just who Isaiah was speaking of: was it
Israel or Messiah? The Talmud1 and other Jewish literature speak much of Messiah. The ancient sages
and rabbis taught about a suffering Messiah as well as one who would rule like King David. It was only in
the days of Rashi (1040-1105 AD)2 that we find something very unusual happening.
In the Talmud, Suka 52, the ancient Rabbis recognized the Tanach3 as giving Messiah two distinct functions, hence the need on their part to create two Messiahs. One, a humble, suffering Messiah who would
die, the other, a conquering King and Redeemer who would live forever and establish David’s Kingdom.
Because the Rabbis could not reconcile the Scriptures that speak of a Messiah that will rule Israel forever
and one that would die for our sins, they created the concept of two Messiahs. They called them Mashiach
ben David (Messiah the Son of David), and Mashiach ben Yosafe (Messiah the Son of Joseph). They
named the second Messiah after the 11th son of Jacob because like that Joseph, Messiah would be hated
and rejected by His brothers (Is. 53:3-4) and yet Yahveh would raise up Messiah from the dead (Is.
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53:10-11), to ‘second in command’ just as Joseph was under Pharaoh.
Many of us know that Jewish tradition is harder to break than a three day old bagel. But the ancient traditional understanding about the Suffering Messiah of Isaiah was changed to mean that Israel was the one
that the suffering spoke of, and not Messiah. Rashi, defying 1,500 years of Jewish understanding, wrote
that the traditional interpretation of Isaiah 53 (and other Messianic passages about a suffering Servant or
Messiah), actually meant Israel. This was done in order to point away from the obvious identification of
those Scriptures with a Jewish man who was born in the city of David by the name of Yeshua. He said
that he was the Messiah of Israel. He was crucified by the Romans about 2,000 years ago and as we’ll see,
Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12 reveal him suffering for the sins of Israel, that Israel might be cleansed by His
Blood sacrifice.
Rashi’s interpretation made the nation of Israel to be the subject of the prophecy, not the Messiah. It’s interesting to note that Rashi didn’t always think that way though. Early in his life he actually agreed with
the traditional interpretation that Isaiah 53 referred to Messiah. But later he presented the interpretation
that it was the people of Israel that Isaiah was speaking of.4 It is very true that Israel has suffered over the
last 3,000 years but to erase the messianic meaning from Isaiah 53 is nothing less than thievery. Rashi,
and others that followed him who acquiesced to his interpretation, have robbed our Jewish people of the
greatest Treasure they could ever have: Messiah: the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6). Rashi caused quite a stir
with his interpretation in his day and afterwards. Many rabbis came against him because they knew it was
wrong. One such rabbi was Maimonides, also known as the Rambam:
‘In fact, until Rashi…applied it to the Jewish nation, the Messianic interpretation of this
chapter was almost universally adopted by Jews’ and although Rashi’s interpretation was
‘received by Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and others, it was rejected as unsatisfactory by Maimonides who is regarded’ as the ‘highest authority’ among the Jewish peo–ple.5
And yet, even with the official seal of Maimonides6 around the proper interpretation of Is. 53, many Rabbis have continued to propagate the false interpretation of Rashi. This is because when interpreted as the
ancient Rabbis believed, one comes face to face with Jesus of Nazareth.7 There is no clearer picture in
Scripture that reveals the suffering and death of Messiah to atone for the sins of Israel than Isaiah 53. And
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this is why Rashi changed the interpretation, not because he suddenly had a theological shift in understanding Isaiah but because he didn’t want Jews to see Yeshua there. Be that as it may, many rabbis did
not take the shake-up lightly.
Rabbi Mosheh Kohen Iben Crispin of Cordova, Spain (14th century) reproved Rashi and any others who
sided with Rashi’s view. He was very adamant when he wrote that whomever, for whatever reasons,8 applied Isaiah 53 to Israel and not Messiah, to them,
‘the doors of the literal interpretation of this Parashah9 were shut in their face and that
they wearied themselves to find the entrance, having forsaken the knowledge of our
teachers and inclined after the stubbornness of their own hearts and of their own
opinions.’10
Rabbi Crispin also said that Rashi’s interpretation distorted the passage from its natural meaning’ and that
in truth, Isaiah 53 ‘was given of God as a description of the Messiah, whereby, when any should claim to
be the Messiah, to judge by the resemblance or non-resemblance to it whether he were the Messiah or
no.’11
Abravanel,12 another Spanish Jew of stature, lived in the century following Rabbi Crispin. He too affirmed
the Servant of Isaiah 53 as the Messiah, even though he tried to dissuade us from thinking that it wasn’t
about Yeshua:
‘Christian scholars,’ says Abravanel, ‘interpret this prophecy as referring to that man who
was crucified in Jerusalem about the end of the second temple, and who, according to
their view, was the Son of God, who became man in the womb of the Virgin. But
Jonathan ben Uzziel explains it as relating to the Messiah who has yet to come’.13
On one hand, Abravanel upholds the messianic interpretation of 53. On the other, he tells us that the
prophecy wasn’t about Yeshua. For this he relies on Jonathan ben Uzziel. This relates to the Targum of
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Baron, The Servant of Jehovah, p. 20. It must be noted that ‘Rashi, at an earlier period of his life, when he wrote
his Commentary on the Talmud, actually followed the older interpretation, which applied Isaiah 53 to the Messiah but he very probably wrote his Commentary on the Bible (in which the new interpretation is first introduced), after the second Crusade, when the hideous massacres of Jews in Spire, Worms, Mainz (and)
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that name which dealt with the Prophets.14 The Targum would offer not only a translation of the Hebrew
text into Aramaic but would also ‘interpret’ it. Unfortunately, there is nothing in either that tells us WHY
it couldn’t be Yeshua, whose earthly father was Joseph. Just an interesting coincidence. Yeshua, in his
day, would be known as Yeshua ben Yosafe; Yeshua the son of Joseph; one of the names the Rabbis gave
the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 (Matt. 1:16, 18; Luke 3:23):
‘Philip found Nathaniel and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in the
Law and also the Prophets wrote: Yeshua of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ (John 1:45)
As Polycarp15 wrote, this prophecy is the ‘golden passional of’ Isaiah.16 In other words, he saw the Messiah as suffering for not only Israel but also for the redemption of many peoples, himself included.
It is true that many times, Israel is spoken of as the Servant of Yahveh but in our passage, Israel is represented in the feminine form (having begun in ‘51:17 onwards’)17 while the Servant of Isaiah 53 is in the
masculine. This could only point to Messiah.
Rashi did all he could to erase the connection between Isaiah 53 and Yeshua from Nazareth but he could
not re-write history or the Talmud in how it speaks of the chapter relating to the Messiah as the Suffering
Servant. And he couldn’t stop Rabbi Crispin and others from speaking of the folly of obliterating Messiah
from 53. As we look into 53 for ourselves, we’ll find overwhelming evidence that declares it not only a
text that presents the Messiah of Israel to us as the Suffering Servant of Yahveh but that it presents
Yeshua as that Messiah.
Perhaps in the days of Rashi, he could get away with over-turning history and tradition. But not today.
Not today when the Bible is open to anyone who wants to find out what God has said. Our God really
doesn’t want us to be ignorant or left to our own understanding on such important matters as our Messiah.
And this is where Isaiah 53 comes in. He has shown His Prophets what He intended to do, especially in
relation to Messiah. Isaiah is speaking to you today. Come, find out what was written long ago and see if
it doesn’t speak of Yeshua.
‘For surely the Lord Yahveh will do nothing unless He has revealed His secret to His servants, the Prophets’ (Amos 3:7).
‘Remember this and be assured. Recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember the former things long
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past, for I am God and there is no other. I am God and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the
beginning and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’. (Isaiah 46:8-10)
‘Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret. From the time
it took place, I was there. And now the Lord Yahveh has sent Me and His Spirit.’ (Is.
48:16) (The ‘Me’ here is Messiah.)
‘Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans! Declare with the sound of joyful
shouting, proclaim this, send it out to the end of the earth, say,
‘Yahveh has redeemed His servant Jacob.’ (Is. 48:20)
How has God redeemed Jacob? Soon, many Jewish eyes will be opened to the knowledge that Yeshua is
our Messiah, for Scripture also says that Yahveh,
‘will arise and have mercy upon Zion. For it is time to favor her. For the set time has
come.’ (Psalm 102:13; 102:14 in Hebrew) and that He
‘will pour out on the House of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced. And
they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son and they will weep bitterly over
Him, like the bitter weeping over’ (the death of) ‘a first-born.’ (Zechariah 12:10)
With knowledge that Yeshua is our Messiah comes Living Waters for our soul. Are you tired of the rotten
waters that you have been drinking? Leave Babylon! And drink from the Fountain of Living Waters
today!18

Isaiah 52:13–53:12
The Bible wasn’t broken up into chapter and verse till many centuries after Isaiah’s death. When we look
at Isaiah’s prophecy about the Servant we have to start three verses back in 52:13. These verses are part of
the prophecy and ‘should have’ been a part of 53. Sanford Howard writes:
‘The first part of’ ‘Isaiah 52:13 reads as follows: ‘Behold, My Servant shall prosper.’
Then in chapter 53, the last part of verse 11, we read ‘My Servant shall justify the righteous before many.’ Clearly this whole portion from Isaiah 52:13 to the end of Isaiah 53
deals with the Servant of God.19
This is affirmed by The Jewish Encyclopedia. They also note that 53 speaks about the Messiah as the Suffering Servant and not Israel. The Encyclopedia states:
‘There are, however, four passages in the Isaiah compilation where’ ‘the ‘national’ ‘interpretation is not
admissible, namely, Isa. 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, 52:13-53:12. The description in them of the attitude and
conduct of the ‘ebed YHWH’ (servant of Yahveh) ‘seem to be idealizations of the character of an individual rather than of the whole of Israel. Especially is this true of Isa. 52:13-53:12, the exaltation of the
man of suffering’.20
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This is another refutation of Rashi’s interpretation. Rabbi Crispin would have been proud of the Encyclopedia. The term, ‘my servant’ can refer to Israel (Is. 44:2, 21; 45:4; 48:20, etc.). But to always see it as
referring to Israel destroys the meaning, as in Isaiah 49:5-6, where Yahveh is addressing the Servant
about bringing Israel back to Him:
‘And now says Yahveh who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob
back to Him so that Israel might be gathered to Him. For I am honored in the sight of
Yahveh and My God is My strength,
‘He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant, to raise up the Tribes of
Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel, I will also make You a Light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the Earth.’
With Scripture like this, it is easy to see that the Servant of Yahveh cannot be Israel but must be the Messiah. The Messiah would restore Israel to God and also bring salvation (‘Light’) to the Gentiles.
The Servant of Yahveh came to be known by a number of names that expressed His suffering and identification with the sinful and sick of Israel. Rachmiel Frydland writes,
‘In the Talmud too, we have a diversity of opinion regarding Isaiah 53. Some verses are
assigned to general matters;21 other portions are assigned to faithful Jews in general22 or
to Moses in particular.23 However, the Talmudic tractate Sanhedrin relates the chapter to
the sufferings of the Messiah.’24
Concerning Is. 52:13-53:12, ‘Rabbi Moshe Alshekh, a famous rabbinic scholar who lived in Sfat, Israel in
the 16th century remarked,
‘Our Rabbis with one voice, accept and affirm the opinion that the prophet is speaking of
King Messiah.’25
As Rabbi Dov Frimer tells us, we must understand all sides of an issue before we chose a position that
will define our understanding:
‘when one adopts in practice a religious opinion,’ ‘one must be cognizant of and take into
account all the varying positions of the leading halachic authorities throughout the generations. To take one particular approach simply because it yields the desired result without
grappling with the argument and standings of the other halachic positions is foreign to the
halachic process and lacks intellectual integrity.’26
It is very sad to think that many of our Rabbis unequivocally tell us that Jesus is not our Messiah. Most of
us have been taught that the Messiah would only know victory and that He would make the world a place
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where peace would reign. True as that is of Messiah, it is not the whole Truth. Before we can know the
Peace or Shalom of God, we have to have our sinful and wicked whoring hearts cleansed. Much of our
entire history reveals this about us. We have strayed far away from Yahveh and His Commandments.
Yahveh delivered us from Egypt to be a holy people to Him. And we, still with the scent of Egypt upon
us, rejected Him and chose to believe the lie that He saved us from Egypt, only to murder us in Canaan
(Num. 13-14). We have been unfaithful to Yahveh since the day of the Gold Calf (Ex. 32). And you
wouldn’t be reading this outside the Land of Israel if it weren’t for the sins of our Fathers.27 Look around
you today. How many of us walk in the Commandments? How many of us care that we obey Him?
Yes, yes I know. Everybody ‘believes’ but who obeys? And who loves Him with all their heart and his
neighbor as himself? What can you give for your soul to cleanse your sinful ways before Yahveh? Your
money? Your money will rot with you in Hell. Your good deeds? Your good deeds will not change your
wicked and self serving heart. How will you stand before Him in the Day that will be Living Fire?
Our sin and rebellion pierced Messiah to a tree, that we could be transformed into a holy people.28 This is
God’s Way. If your soul hungers for His Truth, you’ll cry out to God and ask Him if Yeshua is His Messiah or not. He will tell you. After all, you are a son or daughter of Fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
you have a right to be in the New Jerusalem with them.
In the coming months I’ll write more on Isaiah 53, revealing how the very words of the prophet proclaim
Yeshua as our Messiah. He is our only Hope for Life today and tomorrow. You can know this by asking
Yahveh to forgive you and to cleanse you of all your sins, in the Name of Messiah Yeshua. And then to
fill you with His Holy Spirit which He has promised you. Rashi was dead wrong about Isaiah 53 speaking
of Israel. It speaks of our Messiah Yeshua. Now there’s no need for you to cling to a tradition that’s as
stale as a three day old bagel.
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