Passover and Unleavened Bread—Their Interchangeability
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The interchangeability or intertwining of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread began in the days
of Moses. While Israel was still in Egypt, just before their salvation/deliverance in 1440 BC, we can see
that the intertwining of Passover and The Feast of Unleavened Bread actually began with Yahveh. We’ll
also see it spoken of 40 years later.

Please note in this first passage, Exodus 12:14-20, that Yahveh, through Moses, speaks of keeping the
Passover and then flows into the 7 day Feast of Unleavened Bread, without mentioning the Feast’s name
until the end of the passage:

1. Exodus 12:14: “So this day shall be to you a memorial, and you must keep it as a Feast to Yahveh
throughout your generations. You must keep it as a Feast by an everlasting ordinance. (This Feast is
the Passover, which is embedded in the first night of The Feast of Unleavened Bread.)

2. Exodus 12:15: Seven days you must eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven
from your homes. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that per-
son shall be cut off from Israel. (So, the “day” of Passover night flows into the 7 days of Unleavened
Bread.)

3. Exodus 12:16: On the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall
be a holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them, but that which everyone
must eat—that only may be prepared by you. (God establishes the first two annual Sabbath days with
the first and seventh days of The Feast of Unleavened Bread, Passover being on the first day, or liter-
ally beginning The Feast of Unleavened Bread. This time, while Israel was still in Egypt, is when the
interchangeability of the two, Passover and The Feast of Unleavened Bread, began; at the very begin-
ning of their observance, and that, by God.)

4. Exodus 12:17: So you must observe (not written in the passage is: the Feast of) Unleavened Bread,
for on this same day (Passover, the first day of The Feast of Unleavened Bread) I will have brought
your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you must observe this day throughout your genera-
tions as an everlasting ordinance.

5. Exodus 12:18: In the first month, on the 14th day of the month at evening, you must eat unleavened
bread, until the twenty-first day of the month at evening.

6. Exodus 12:19: For seven days no leaven shall be found in your homes, since whoever eats what is
leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or
a native of the land.

7. Exodus 12:20: You must not eat anything leavened in all your homes! You must eat unleavened
bread! (Exodus 12:14-20)

The next place where the two are seen as interchangeable is 40 years later, in 1400 BC, when Israel is
about to enter The Promised Land. Moses again instructs Israel to keep both the Passover and The Feast
of Unleavened Bread. Note well in Deuteronomy 16:1-2, with the term Passover in it, and how the pas-
sage flows into not eating any unleavened bread for seven days (vv. 3-4), which speaks of The Feast of
Unleavened Bread, and then goes back to the Passover sacrifice.
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Then in Dt. 16:7 Moses speaks about roasting the Passover sacrifice, in the place where Yahveh chooses
to place His Name, and then Israel returns to their tents in the morning, after the Passover Meal on the
first day (literally night; the all night long Passover ceremony; Exodus 12:42). Then in v. 8, the eating of
unleavened bread for 6 (more days), with the 7th day being the second annual holy Sabbath; the first one
being the all night long Passover meal-ceremony, which takes place on the first day of The Feast of Un-
leavened Bread; Passover starting The Feast of Unleavened Bread off.

1. Deuteronomy 16:1: Observe the month of Aviv and keep the Passover to Yahveh your God, for in the
month of Aviv Yahveh your God brought you out of Egypt by night. (This night would be the
Passover, the first night of Unleavened Bread, the first annual Sabbath.)

2. Deuteronomy 16:2: Therefore you must sacrifice the Passover to Yahveh your God, from the flock
and the herd, in the place where Yahveh chooses to put His Name.

3. Dt. 16:3: You must not eat leavened bread with it! Seven days you must eat unleavened bread with it,
that is, the Bread of Affliction, because you came out of the land of Egypt in haste, that you may re-
member the Day in which you came out of the land of Egypt all the days of your life. (The “Day” is
the Passover, the first day, literally night, of The Feast of Unleavened Bread. Here again we see why
or how the two terms would become interchangeable.)

4. Dt. 16:4: And no leaven shall be seen among you in all your territory for seven days, nor shall any of
the meat which you sacrifice the first day at twilight remain overnight until morning. (Here we see
the intertwining of Passover with the seven days for The Feast of Unleavened Bread again. It’s easy
to see how the two, Passover and the entire Feast of Unleavened Bread, became interchangeable, be-
cause they are intertwined in Scripture by God.)

5. Dt. 16:5: You must not sacrifice the Passover within any of your gates, which Yahveh your God
gives you,

6. Dt. 16:6: but at the place where Yahveh your God chooses to make His Name abide. There you must
sacrifice the Passover at twilight, at the going down of the sun, at the time you came out of Egypt.

7. Dt. 16:7: And you must roast and eat it in the place which Yahveh your God chooses, and in the
morning you shall turn and go to your tents.

8. Dt. 16:8: Six days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy as-
sembly to Yahveh your God. You must not do any work on it!” (Deuteronomy 16:1-8) (Again the
two terms are intertwined.)

Deuteronomy was written in the 40th year that Israel was in the Wilderness, just before they came into
The Promised Land, and so this would be the year 1400 BC. Many scholars believe that Israel came out
of Egypt in 1440 BC (not in 1200 BC as was the common belief about 50-100 plus years ago).

The Gospels, interchanging Passover and The Feasts of Unleavened Bread, are walking in a tradition that
began in the days of Moses, with Scripture from God.

The Meaning of Staying Up All Night for Passover,
the First Day of The Feast of Unleavened Bread

Exodus 12:42 commands Israel, in each generation, to stay awake; to stay up; to watch all night on
Passover, because Yahveh “stayed awake” that night to save/deliver Israel from Egyptian slavery. In other
words, Israel was to act, each time they kept Pesach, as though they were actually alive for the first
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Passover, when God moved in such a way as He had never done before, nor would ever do again. He
killed the Firstborn of Egypt, sparing the Firstborn of Israel, to deliver or redeem Israel out of Egyptian
slavery under Pharaoh, King of Egypt, the mightiest country in the world at that time.

If a Hebrew had slept that night he would most likely still be in Egypt making bricks, as he would have
missed Israel leaving Egypt while it was still dark (cf. Ex. 12:31, 42), and hence, the need for Israel in
that first Passover to stay awake and alert, ready to leave Egypt, something that they hadn’t experienced
before.

Here are some English Bibles that capture the meaning of what God said to Moses concerning staying
awake all night for the seceding generations, when they would celebrate Passover, even thought they
weren’t in Egypt under Moses:

1. “It was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of the land of Egypt; so this same night
is a night of watching kept to the LORD by all the people of Israel throughout their generations.”
(Exodus 12:42 ESV)

2. “It was a night of vigil in honor of the LORD, because He would bring them out of the land of Egypt.
This same night is in honor of the LORD, a night vigil for all the Israelites throughout their genera-
tions.” (Exodus 12:42 HCSV)

3. “It was a night of vigil for the LORD to bring them out from the land of Egypt, and so on this night
all Israel is to keep the vigil to the LORD for generations to come.” (Exodus 12:42 NET)

4. “Because the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites
are to keep vigil to honor the LORD for the generations to come.” (Exodus 12:42 NIV)

5. “That was for the LORD a night of vigil, to bring them out of the land of Egypt. That same night is a
vigil to be kept for the LORD by all the Israelites throughout their generations.” (Exodus 12:42
NRSV)

All these English Bibles capture the essence of what Exodus 12:42 is saying to Israel. They must stay up
all night for Passover, as Israel and Yahveh did that first Passover/first night/day of The Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread, the first annual Sabbath of God’s holy days and times. God’s reason was that He stayed up
all night, and so “to remember” this great salvation, Israel is commanded to stay up all night until dawn
for each Passover after the first one in Egypt.

All the Gospels record Yeshua’ staying awake all night in the Garden. He wanted His friends, Peter, John
and James (cf. Mt. 26:37-40f.), to so the same and pray with Him, and to keep the commandment with
Him. In other words, the Lord kept the commandment to stay up all night, but the Apostles couldn’t. They
didn’t realize that the most catastrophic and monumental event in human history would take place only a
few hours later, with God the Son, the Creator of the Universe (cf. John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-18), being cruci-
fied for the salvation and redemption of Israel (cf. John 19:30). If the Apostles had realized this they
would have forced themselves to stay awake.

Yahveh, commanding Israel to stay awake, is an incredibly significant commandment because it symbol-
izes us “staying awake in the Dark” for another period of time—a year. The all night long period of
Passover night means that Israel was awake for a full day. A day can symbolize a year,, and so we see the
Lord setting this “day” up to symbolize the following year, until the next Passover when we do the same
thing (stay up all night).

We are saying that we will stay awake and alert for the coming year so that we won’t be “asleep in the
Dark” (whether the sun is shining or not), when the Holy Spirit would want to move upon us in a way She
hadn’t done before nor ever would again;' in the First Passover of Moses, which resulted in the redemp-
tion of Israel from Egypt, and the Second Passover of Yeshua’s crucifixion, which also resulted in the re-
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demption of Israel.

In other words, we won’t be sleeping spiritually for the following year when Papa God would want to do
something with us spiritually significant. This understanding flows into what Yeshua commanded us for
every day of the year:

1. “Watch therefore! For you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.” (Matthew 24:42)

2. ““Watch therefore! For you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”
(Matthew 25:13)

3. “And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” (Mark 13:37)*

For why the Holy Spirit is the feminine personality of the God Family, see Yeshua—God the Son and Three Per-
sons—One God?

For a greater understanding Yeshua kept His last Passover at the same time as the Temple priests and all Israel in
Jerusalem, and not the day before, see Passover and the Apostle John.
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