
THE BIRTH DAY OF YESHUA
by Avram Yehoshua
The SeedofAbraham.net

I am indebted to Gabriela, a woman in Slovakia who asked me about Alfred Edersheim’s endorsement of
December 25th as the birth date of Jesus the Messiah. It it wasn’t for Gabriela this paper wouldn’t exist.
This article is a compilation of parts of two Christian classics which speak of Xmas, written around the
same time, in the mid to late 1800s: Alexander Hislop’s, The Two Babylons,1 and Alfred Edersheim’s,
The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,2 as well as part of an article of mine (The Feast of Trumpets),
which reveals the day, date, month and year that our Lord Yeshua was born on, and why He was born on
that (already) holy Feast of Israel day. Big surprise that God the Father would have His Son Yeshua born
on an already established holy day of Israel! Yeshua dies on Passover as the Passover Lamb; is risen on
the Sunday of Passover Week as the First Fruits to rise from the dead (cf. 1st Cor. 15:20, 23), and sends
the Holy Spirit infilling to Israel on the “Jewish” Feast of Weeks (Ex. 34:22, etc.), known in Greek as
Pentecost.
There are other articles or books of mine, as well as others that I reference for further understanding of
why Jesus wasn’t born on Dec. 25th. No Christian, who has eyes to see and ears to hear, should keep
Xmas. All Christians should keep the Lord’s holy Days and holy Ways, as He and all His Apostles did, as
well as every Christian did for the first 90 years after the Resurrection, until the Roman Catholic Church
threw out the Lord’s Days and Ways and brought in the Days and Ways of Satan through paganism. Yes,
Sunday, Easter, Xmas and the eating of unclean animals and fish is not from Jesus nor His Apostles, but
from the Master Counterfeiter, Satan.
My Articles or Books:
1. A Snapshot of Church History and Mosaic Law
2. Law 102
3. Mosaic Sacrifice and the Blood of Jesus
4. Sam the Rock Thrower
5. The Feasts of Israel and the Church
6. The Lifting of the Veil: Acts 15:20-21
7. The Sabbath and Yeshua
8. The Sabbath—A Picture of Yeshua
9. Yeshua The Branch?
Articles or Sites of Others:
1. Christmas—Its Origin by Richard Davis
2. Exact Date of Yeshua’s Birth

1 Alexander Hislop (1807-1865; 58 years old) was also a Scottish minister, and he wrote his book in 1858.
2 Alfred Edersheim (1825-1889; 64 years old) was a Scottish minister of Jewish descent who wrote his book in

1883.
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3. What was the Star of Bethlehem?
4. When was Jesus Christ Born? by Timothy Rowe
5. Who Chose Sept. 11th and Why? by Anne Garcia
The concern of Gabriela, who asked me about our Lord’s birth date, centered on Edersheim’s teaching
that Jesus was born on December 25th. Part of his proof had to do with the “star” that the Babylonian as-
trologers saw that led them to Jerusalem. It presented itself as the “star” of a new Jewish king. I have no
problem with the “star.” It’s a divine marvel, but it doesn’t prove Dec. 25th as the birth date of the Lord.
Edersheim asks and answers, 
1. “Did such a Star, then, really appear in the East seven years before the Christian era? Astronomically

speaking, and without any reference to controversy, there can be no doubt that the most remarkable
conjunction of planets—that of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of Pisces, which occurs only
once in 800 years—did take place no less than three times in the year 747 A.U.C., or two years be-
fore the birth of Christ (in May, October and December).”3

2. And yet, the Magi didn’t see the child until He was almost 2 years old. Obviously, it wasn’t at any of
those “stars” appearing that the Magi followed it to Bethlehem because they all appeared “two years
before the birth of Christ,” as Edersheim writes. 
A. Also, Yeshua wasn’t an infant who had just been born when the astrologers (Magi) came:

1) “Now after Yeshua was born in Bethlehem of Judah in the days of Herod the King, behold!
Wise men from the East came to Jerusalem…And when they had come into the house, they
saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when
they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh…Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in
all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had deter-
mined from the wise men.” (Matthew 2:1, 11, 16)

2) First, it was a house that the men came to; not the stable where Yeshua was born, and so this
speaks of some time after the Lord’s birth.

3) Second, Herod would not have killed infants two years old or even one year old if Yeshua
had just been born. In other words, it was quite a while since His birth when the Gentile men
came with their gifts, and because of that, there is no reason to think that Yeshua was born in
December, from the sighting of any of Edersheim’s “stars.” They not only appeared two
years before Yeshua was born, but the men came at least a year after His birth.

B. Most Christians, including Edersheim, don’t realize the amount of time between when the men
saw the “star” and when they actually saw Yeshua.
1) It would have taken the men about 4 months to travel from Babylon, where they most likely

came from, to Jerusalem. 
2) From AI: “It took Ezra approximately four months to travel from Babylon (Persia) to

Jerusalem, a journey of about 900 miles, departing in the spring (Nisan) and arriving in the
summer (fifth month), during which they fasted and prayed for protection from bandits, as
recorded in Ezra 7–8.”

3 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Accordance electronic ed. (Altamonte Springs:
OakTree Software, 2006), paragraph 954.
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3. Edersheim also wrote: “At any rate, the often repeated, but very superficial objection, as to the im-
possibility of shepherds tending flocks in the open at that season, must now be dismissed as utterly
untenable, not only for the reasons stated in vol. 1. p. 187, but even for this, that if the question is to
be decided on the ground of rain-fall, the probabilities are in favour of December as compared with
February, later than which it is impossible to place the birth of Christ.”4

A. Here Edersheim is arguing against a February birth date for the Lord, when in actuality, our Lord
was born on the Feast of Trumpets; not Sukote (the Feast of Tabernacles), like many Messianic
Jews and Gentiles think. 

B. As for the rainfall in December, that isn’t the reason why shepherds aren’t out in the fields. It’s
because it’s so windy and cold. Having lived in Israel for 16 years (see my book Sam the Rock
Thrower for how to witness to Jewish people), I know the weather of Jerusalem and the sur-
rounding area. 

The following section is from my article, The Feast of Trumpets pp. 6-9, 12f. It reveals why Yeshua was
born on Yom Truah (the Feast of Trumpets), which is always the first day of the biblical 7th month, and
for His birth corresponds to a date in September.

WHY THIS DAY?
There are two reasons why God the Father chose this day, the first day of the 7th biblical month, to be the
day of joyful shouting unto Him for what He’s done for Israel. One is because the day begins the 7th
month and God has set up the number seven to reflect His holiness, perfection and the completion of Cre-
ation Week.5 Two, because it’s the day that Yeshua was born, baptized, and also the day He will return on
to set up His thousand year reign from this earthly Jerusalem (cf. Luke 1:30-33; Rev. 20:1-7). Some of the
places where we find both the number seven and a holy Sabbath day are:
1. The 7th day of the week, which is the weekly Sabbath of Yahveh, the God of Israel (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex.

20:8-11: 31:12-17; Mk. 2:28; etc.).
2. The 7th year is the Sabbatical Year (Lev. 25:4f.).
3. The 7th year times 7 is the beginning of the Year of Jubilee (Lev. 25:8f.).
There are 7 annual “high” or feast Sabbaths6 every year within the 18 (total) days of the Feasts of Israel:
1. The Sabbath that is the 1st day of the Feast of Matza (the Feast of Unleavened Bread), the evening of

which the Passover is eaten. This is the 15th day of the 1st Hebrew month (Lev. 23:6-7).
2. The Sabbath that is the 7th day of the Feast of Matza (which is the 21st day of the 1st Hebrew month;

Lev. 23:8).

4 Ibid., paragraph 6,460.
5 The Feast of Trumpets p. 6, note 23: There are seven days in Creation Week and there are seven days in a (com-

plete) week. The seventh day of Creation was the Sabbath, which God blessed and made holy (Gen. 2:1-3).
Nothing in Creation was made holy, not even Man—only God’s 7th day Sabbath. There is something very spe-
cial about the Sabbath—God made it to be a picture of Yeshua as the Creator Son and the Redeemer-Savior of Is-
rael. That’s one reason why its significance and holiness cannot be transferred to Sunday and why the 7th day
Sabbath is still valid for all Christians. For more on this see The Sabbath and Yeshua and The Sabbath—A Pic-
ture of Yeshua.

6 Ibid, note 24: These seven annual Sabbaths can fall on any day of the week. They’re not confined to “Saturday.”
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3. The Sabbath of Shavu’ot (the Feast of Weeks; Pentecost) is the 7th week, plus one day, after First
Sheaf (or First Fruits) on the Sunday of the Feast of Unleavened Bread week (Ex. 34:22; Lev. 23:15;
Dt. 16:16, etc.). This is the Sunday that Yeshua was resurrected as the First Fruits to rise from the
dead (cf. 1st Cor. 15:20, 23).

4. The Sabbath that is the 1st day of the 7th Hebrew month: Yom Truah—The Feast of Shouting with
Joy Unspeakable! (Lev. 23:24)

5. The Sabbath that is the 10th day of the 7th Hebrew month: Yom HaKiporim—The Day of Atonements
(Lev. 23:32).

6. The Sabbath that is the 15th day of the 7th Hebrew month: the 1st day of Sukote—the Feast of Taber-
nacles (Lev. 23:39).

7. The “8th Day” is the Sabbath that ends the yearly feasts. It’s the 22nd day of the 7th Hebrew month
after the seven days of Sukote (Lev. 23:39).

God’s use of the number seven revolves around the theme of Sabbath Creation, Redemption and holiness.
The first day of the 7th Hebrew month is holy because it’s the beginning of the 7th month. It’s the only
“first day” of any Hebrew month (or New Moon) that is holy in the Bible, but it’s not just holy because of
the number seven. There’s something very special that distinguishes it from every other “first day of the
month” of the biblical year. 
First, there are more annual Sabbaths in the 7th month (4) than any other month (see points 1-7 above).
Second, as it is with the yearly cycle, so it is with the heavenly reality. The seventh month prophetically
ushers in the Beginning of the End of Time. It’s not only the beginning of the end of the Feasts in the nat-
ural yearly cycle, but also the Beginning of what these last three holy times picture—the End of Time. 
Third, it’s the day when Messiah Yeshua was born in Bethlehem, baptized in water by John, and when He
will return to Jerusalem to rule for a thousand years as the Son of David (cf. Luke 1:30-33).

The Birth Day of Yeshua

Messiah Yeshua was born on Yom Truah and this is certainly additional cause for great rejoicing on this
day for what God has done for us. Luke writes that Zechariah the priest, one of the Sons of Aaron, came
to the Temple to minister in his course called Aviyah.7 This would have been sometime between mid-June
to mid-July. He, along with the other Aaronic priests in the course of Aviyah, would minister at the Tem-
ple for one week. Elizabeth conceived when he returned home, and in her sixth month, which would be
about mid-December to mid-January, Mary, having just conceived (Lk. 1:26-38), came to see her relative.
The angel Gabriel said to Miryam (Mary):

“Behold! Even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age, and she
who was called barren is now in her sixth month!” (Luke 1:36)
Luke 1:39-40: “Now at this time Miryam arose and quickly went to the hill country, to a
city of Judah and entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.”

Mid-December to mid-January is the approximate time when Elizabeth was in her sixth month of preg-

7 Luke 1:5 states, “There was in the days of Herod…a certain priest name Zacharias, of the division of Abĳah
(Hebrew Aviyah). Merrill F. Unger, Unger”s Bible Dictionary (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 25th printing, 1976),
p. 5 also states that Aviyah was “one of the twenty-four courses or orders into which the whole body of the
priesthood was divided by David (1st Chron. 24:10, 19). Of these, the course of Abĳah was the eighth.”
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nancy and Mary was beginning her first month. Nine months later would be mid-September to mid-
October for the birth of Yeshua,8 which corresponds to the seventh biblical Hebrew month. This begins to
point to Yeshua being born on Yom Truah, the first day of the seventh Hebrew month, corresponding to
sometime from mid-September to mid-October.9 After all, Yom Truah is a day of great rejoicing!
Sukote (the Feast of Tabernacles) begins on the 15th day of the 7th Hebrew month. Many wrongly teach
that Yeshua was born during one of the 7 days of Sukote, which is certainly a nice theological concept, as
“God was truly tabernacling” or “dwelling” with His people Israel “in Yeshua,” but it doesn’t work out
practically nor theologically. If Yeshua had been born during Tabernacles, as Sukote means, “to dwell,”
He would have been born in Jerusalem, not Bethlehem:
1. In other words, Joseph and Mary would have been in Jerusalem for Sukote/Tabernacles, and so

Yeshua would have been born in Jerusalem, not Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Mt. 2:1, 5).10 
a. Yahveh commands all Hebrew males to be in Jerusalem for the three great Feasts: Pesach,

Shavu’ot and Sukote (Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles; Ex. 23:17; 34:23-24; Dt. 16:16; Zech.
3:2; 2nd Chron. 6:6). Because Yeshua was born in Bethlehem, and not Jerusalem, we know that
Yeshua wasn’t born during the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukote). Also, the men would have brought
their wives (and children) with them: the Feasts are not only for the men, but their family; it’s a
feast, not a Catholic conference on celibacy, and so Miryam would have been with Joseph. 

2. Luke reveals that after Mary’s time of uncleanness, which lasted 40 days (Lev. 12:1f.), Joseph and
Mary brought infant Jesus to Jerusalem with them so Mary could be purified and Yeshua consecrated
unto Yahveh as the firstborn son (Luke 2:22; cf. Ex. 13:1-2, 11-13, etc.). They wouldn’t have had to
bring baby Jesus to Jerusalem if He had been born there during Sukote.

3. Also not to be overlooked, there most likely would have been plenty of room in Bethlehem “at the
inn” for Mary and Joseph (Lk. 2:7) if Yeshua had been born during the Feast of Tabernacles in Beth-

8 The birth of Yochanan haMatbeal (John the Baptist/Immerser) would have been in early April, most likely on
Passover. This would have been six months before Yeshua was born on Yom Truah. Because of Mal. 3:1-4; 4:4-6,
the Rabbis rightly say that Elĳah will come at Passover to announce the coming of the Messiah because the
Messiah, like Moses (Dt. 18:18-19), would free us from slavery. What better time to be freed from “slavery” to
Rome than at Passover, which commemorates deliverance and freedom from Egyptian slavery? (Yeshua actually
died at Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread to free us from slavery to Satan.) It seems that John the Baptist was
born on Passover, and 30 years later, at Passover, he began proclaiming the coming of the Messiah to Israel. Six
months later, when Yeshua turned 30 years old, Yeshua came to John and immersed in the Jordan River.
Luke speaks of Yeshua “being about 30 years old” when He began to minister (Lk. 3:23). With Yeshua being
born on the 1st day of the 7th month, exactly 30 years later He would immerse Himself in the Jordan, with John
and others acting as witnesses. Thirty years old is the time when priests and Levites officially began their service
in the Tabernacle or the Temple (Num. 4:3, 30, 39, and 47f., by inference). Immediately after coming up out of
the Jordan River the Spirit led Yeshua into the Wilderness to fast and pray for 40 days, and He returned in the
power of the Spirit and He began to minister, 41 days after His 30th birthday: hence He was “about 30 years
old.” This is also the same amount of time that Miryam was unclean from giving birth to Him, and the day she
became clean and went to the Temple in Jerusalem with her 41 day old Son (Leviticus 12:1-4; Luke 2:22-27f.).
Yeshua was born in the evening of Sept. 11th, 3 BC, which began Yom Truah that year. See When was Jesus
Christ Born? by Timothy Rowe; and Who Chose Sept. 11th and Why? by Anne Garcia; see also p. 7, note 13.

9 With Yeshua being born on Yom Truah, His date of conception within the womb of Miryam would be sometime
in the winter of December or January. For a theological reason why the Son of Man would be conceived “in the
dead of winter” in “the depths of spiritual darkness,” see Mosaic Sacrifice and the Blood of Jesus.

10 Someone might say that Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be registered for the census, and that’s why he was in
Bethlehem at Sukote, but Joseph could have registered after Sukote. If it was Sukote, Yeshua would have been
born in Jerusalem, not Bethlehem. Interestingly enough, Bethlehem means, the House of Bread. The Living
Bread, the Bread of Life (Yeshua; John 6:32-33, 35, 41, 48, 51) was born in the House of Bread; the same place
as His “Father,” King David (1st Samuel 16:1; 17:12; cf. Micah 5:2; Luke 2:4, 11; John 6:35).
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lehem as all Israel would have been tabernacling or “tenting out” in Jerusalem for Sukote (cf. Lev.
23:42-43). Yeshua had to be born in Bethlehem (see Messiah’s Deity and Micah 5:2). Also, see Luke
2:21–27 for when Yeshua was first brought to Jerusalem. Also, why didn’t Simeon see Yeshua at His
circumcision if Yeshua was already in Jerusalem on the 8th day of His life?

The theological concept of Sukote speaks of the final harvest or ingathering, people being compared to a
field needing to be harvested (cf. Mt. 9:37; Lk. 10:2), and also, “God dwelling with His people Israel” (as
He did with Israel in the Wilderness). It’s prophetically reserved for the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1f.). 
Having been born on Yom Truah, Yeshua will return on Yom Truah for His thousand year reign from this
earthly Jerusalem (Ezk. 44:3; 45:7, 16, 22; 46:2; Rev. 20:1-7), after which comes the Day of Judgement,
prophetically symbolized by the yearly Day of Atonement. The Day of Atonement is the 10th day of the
7th Hebrew month, 10 days after Yom Truah, counting inclusively (Lev. 23:23-27f.). Those ten days sym-
bolize the thousand year reign of Yeshua (Rev. 20:1-7; 2nd Peter 3:8). After Judgment Day there is
eternity with God. This is pictured in Sukote, the 7 day Feast, God dwelling with us, or more accurately,
we dwelling with God in the New Jerusalem forever (Rev. 21:1f.), with the 8th Day picturing eternity.
Also pointing to Yeshua being born on Yom Truah were the angels who made a great truah, proclaiming
His birth with singing and exalting God the Father and the Messiah, as the shepherds looked on in awe
(Luke 2:13-14).11 The theme of Yom Truah, joyfully shouting unto God for all the good things that He has
done for us, is seen in Solomon, the son of the king, being anointed, crowned and proclaimed King of Is-
rael to succeed his father, King David, while David was still alive and king. The shofars sounded and all
of Jerusalem shouted with joy for the new king, shouting that was heard even outside the city! (1st Kgs.
1:38-45f.) About a thousand years later the Son of the King of Israel was born, and the angels not only
came to the shepherds in the field proclaiming the birth of the Messiah, the, the Son of David, the King of
Israel, a multitude of angels sang and gave praise to God the Father, who was “still alive.” (Lk. 2:8-20) It
must have been a time of tremendous time of truah for the angels, and this too points to Yeshua being
born on the first day of the 7th Hebrew month—Yom Truah—the Day of tremendous shouting with Joy to
God for all that He has done for us. Can you imagine the sound (truah) of a multitude of angels singing
and praising the God of Israel for what had just happened?! The King of Israel had been born!!!
Shofars and trumpets proclaim the coming of kings. When Yeshua returns it’ll also be on Yom Truah.
When God, the King of Israel, descended upon Mt. Sinai, the heavenly shofar12 sounded louder and loud-
er, which is certainly a similar picture to Yeshua, the King of Israel, returning and descending upon the
Mount(ain) of Olives. I imagine that the heavenly shofar will sound then too as the mountain splits in half
(Zechariah 14:4). to begin His royal reign for a thousand years on this Earth in this Jerusalem.
With Yeshua being born in Bethlehem He couldn’t have been born during Sukote. On the 8th day of His
life, while still in Bethlehem, Yeshua was circumcised (Gen. 17:10-14; Lk. 2:21). With Luke giving the
time frame for Mary’s conception (via the course of Aviyah), Messiah’s birth would have been in autumn,
around the 7th Hebrew month. With the angels announcing the birth of the King of Israel (the Messiah
was seen to be the King of Israel and King David’s Son; 2nd Sam. 7:11f.; Ps. 2:2, 6-7; Mic. 5:2), the con-
cept of Yom Truah (a day of joyful shouting to God), as seen with King Solomon being crowned king,
points to Messiah being born on the 1st day of the 7th Hebrew month, as the angels joyfully sang unto
God the Father and proclaimed the birth and arrival of the heavenly King of Israel to the shepherds.

11 There have been numerous attempts to justify Dec. 25th as the time when Yeshua was born, as the lambs in the
Bethlehem area, slated for Temple sacrifice, would be in the fields even during the winter time. This might be
true for the daytime, but certainly not at night. Shepherds would not stay out with their flocks overnight in the
fields in December. Luke 2:8 states, “In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and
keeping watch over their flock by night.” Yeshua wasn’t born on December 25th.

12 See p. #, note #.
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Yom Truah is also the day when Yeshua will return on the Clouds of Glory, with the angelic shout (truah)
and the blast of the heavenly shofar (truah) to set up His thousand year reign in Jerusalem. This is similar
to Solomon being crowned king amidst the shouts of the people and the blasts of the shofars.
When Yeshua turned 30 years old He was baptized in water and began His ministry by fasting and pray-
ing for 40 days (Mt. 4:1-2f.; Lk. 3:21-23). Yom Truah is the only annual holy day listed in the Feasts of
Israel (Lev. 23) that doesn’t have a “reason” for celebrating it (e.g. Passover celebrates the great deliver-
ance from Egypt). Now we know the divine reason for the day—the birth, baptism, and return of our King
to rule for a thousand years from Jerusalem. These are the reasons why the 1st day of the 7th biblical
month is holy. This is truly a day of tremendous joy, blasting of shofars and trumpets, and shouting of
praise unto our King for all He has done for us!13

The following is from pages 12-13 of my article, The Feast of Trumpets:

The Anti-Christ—The False Claimant

Another picture of truah that we’ve touched upon, which speaks of Yeshua returning on Yom Truah to set
up His thousand year Kingdom on this Earth in Jerusalem, is the parallel between the illicit coronation of
one of King David’s sons, Adoniyah, and the rightful anointing of Solomon, another son of David.
David’s choice, no doubt from the Lord, was Solomon, but Adoniyah usurped his father’s authority and
will and had himself proclaimed King of Israel. Despite that, on the same day, David made his son
Solomon, King of Israel (1st Kings 1:38f.). Solomon was the rightful heir of the king to the throne, but
there was a false claimant to the throne that King David had to deal with, who was also his son.
On the day that David learned of Adoniyah’s proclamation (1st Kgs. 1:1-11f.), David gave instructions to
Nathan the Prophet and Zadok the High Priest to anoint Solomon as king. When that happened it’s written
that,

“They blew the shofar and all the people said, “Long live King Solomon!” All the people
went up after him and the people were playing on flutes and rejoicing with great joy so
that the earth shook at their noise. Now Adoniyah and all the guests who were with him
heard it as they finished eating. When Joab heard the sound of the shofar, he said, “Why
is the city making such an uproar?”” (1st Kings 1:39-41)

A false claimant had come to be an illegitimate King of Israel for a brief time, but David the King, father
of the two men, arranged it so the rightful heir became king. Paralleling that, modern Israel will make a
covenant with the anti-Christ, thinking him to be their long awaited Messiah-King, similar to what some
in Israel did for Adoniyah. God the Father though, will send the rightful heir after that, and the false
claimant will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20). At that time Satan will also be cast into the Pit or
Abyss for a thousand years, but he’ll be released at the end of the thousand years to deceive the wicked,
and then he too will be cast into the Lake of Fire and tormented forever (Rev. 20:1-3, 7-10). Interesting
too is that Adoniyah, like Satan, lived for a short time after King Solomon began to rule, but Solomon had
him executed later because wickedness was found in Adoniyah (cf. 1st Kg. 2; he still wanted to be king!).
We know that the Earth will shake (truah) when Yeshua returns to the Mount of Olives because the moun-
tain will split in two and water will flow out of it, and because it’s Yom Truah the heavenly shofar will

13 After I wrote this article I saw a website, that confirmed through a Bible code, that Yeshua was born on Septem-
ber 11th, 3 BC, which was the first day of the seventh Hebrew month that year, Yom Truah (the Feast of Trum-
pets). See Exact Date of Yeshua’s Birth and What was the Star of Bethlehem?
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proclaim the coming of the rightful King! Then the anti-Christ, the usurper, will be thrown into the Lake
of Fire (Rev. 19:20). This too is certainly cause for truah on Yom Truah! The Prophet Zechariah speaks of
Yeshua’s return to set up His Kingdom and also the mountain splitting in two:

“In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on
the east, and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very
large valley so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half to-
ward the south…Then Yahveh my God (King Yeshua, Yahveh the Son) will come and all
the holy ones with Him!” (Zech. 14:4-5; cf. Rev. 20:4-6)
“And in that day Living Waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the east-
ern sea and the other half toward the western sea. It will be in summer as well as in win-
ter, and Yahveh (the Son) will be King over all the Earth (or land of Israel). In that day
Yahveh will be one and His Name will be one.” (Zech. 14:8-9; cf. Ezk. 47:1-12)

“All the holy ones” coming with Yahveh the Son, the King of Israel, were those who were beheaded, or
gave their lives, in the Tribulation for “His Name,” and now are glorified. They will rule and reign with
Yeshua for a thousand years from this earthly Jerusalem (Rev. 20:1-6). The covenants that God made with
Israel through Abraham, Moses, David and Yeshua will be in effect, and Mosaic Law will be the law of
the Kingdom, as interpreted by Yeshua (Mt. 5:17-19; Lk. 1:30-33; 16:17; 1st Cor. 4:16-17; 11:1). Luke af-
firms Zechariah that when Yeshua returns He will first touch down on the Mountain called Olives:

“And as they were gazing intently into the Heavens while Yeshua was going, behold!
Two men in white clothing stood beside them. They said, “Men of Galilee! Why do you
stand looking up into the Heavens?! This Yeshua, who has been taken up from you into
the Heavens, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into the Heav-
ens! Then the Apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.” (Acts 1:10-12)

As Adoniyah was actually from the loins of David, the anti-Christ will most likely also be a descendant of
David, just as the true Messiah or Christ is, for anti-Christ’s Davidic lineage will be necessary for him to
confirm his claim of being the Messiah to the Jewish people. Of course, he won’t come proclaiming him-
self to be the anti-Christ, but the Messiah, the King of Israel.
Adoniyah was in rebellion to his father’s will. He pictures the anti-Christ usurping God the Father’s au-
thority for His Son Yeshua to be King of Israel. Just as some in Israel made a covenant with Adoniyah, so
many in Israel will make a covenant with Satan through “his spiritual son” the anti-Christ (and one can
say that both Satan and the anti-Christ are “sons” of the Living God; Satan having been created by God
and the anti-Christ being a descendent of David and Adam, who was a son of God; Luke 3:38; cf. John
8:44 where Yeshua says to some Jews who wanted to murder him that their Father was the Devil; not lit-
erally, but figuratively because they were following Satan’s ways; John 8:37).
The false assumption that the Feast of Trumpets will usher in the Rapture (“the last trumpet”) is unbiblical
because trumpets or shofars are sounded for all the Feasts, and so the Feast of Trumpets is not the last
feast or the “last trumpet.”14 Even though there will be a heavenly shofar for the last Feast of Tabernacles,
the last heavenly shofar to be blown “on Earth” will be for the earthly Day of Atonement, which will
usher in the heavenly Day of Judgment. Yahveh speaks of the trumpets blowing on many days in the bib-
lical calendar:

“Also, in the day of your gladness (the Sabbath), and in your appointed Feasts and on the
first days of your months, you must blow the trumpets15 over your whole burnt offerings

14 Ibid., p. 13, note 39: See Leviticus 23 for all the Feasts of Israel. The Feast of Trumpets is the fifth Feast of the
seven Feasts of Israel.
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and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings. And they shall be as a reminder of you be-
fore your God. I am Yahveh your God!” (Num. 10:10)

The sound of the trumpets also serves as a “reminder” to the God of Israel. At the time of Yeshua’s return
on Yom Truah (Trumpets) there will be a great shofar blast and all the Jewish people will return to Israel:

“In that day Yahveh will start His threshing from the flowing stream of the Euphrates to
the brook of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one by one, Sons of Israel. It will come
about also in that day that a great trumpet (literally shofar) will be blown and those who
were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will
come and worship Yahveh in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 27:12-13)

This is something that may have begun with the State of Israel being established in 1948, but obviously,
the fulfillment is still in the future (“worship Yahveh in His holy mountain at Jerusalem”).
The Feast of Trumpets is only one feast of all the Feasts of Israel where shofars and trumpets are blown,
but it isn’t the “last trumpet” or last shofar (1st Cor. 15:52). There are two other holy times after this (the
Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles) when trumpets and shofars are also sounded, but the sho-
far for Tabernacles will only sound in Heaven, after Judgment Day, because on Judgment Day these
Heavens and this Earth will melt away (2nd Peter 3:10; cf. Micah 1:3-5; Nahum 1:4-6).

Edersheim and His Wintry Night
1. Edersheim writes of the “wintry night’ of the 25th of December”16 as the date for Yeshua’s birth, but

he has no biblical nor historical reference/s to support his position except for Roman Catholic Church
tradition, and yet, he sees this as enough reason for the date. His note for the 25th of December reads:
A. “There is no adequate reason for questioning the historical accuracy of this date. The objections

generally made rest on grounds, which seem to me historically untenable. The subject has been
fully discussed in an article by Cassel in Herzog’s Real. Ency. 17. pp. 588–594. But a curious
piece of evidence comes to us from a Jewish source. In the addition to the Megillath Taanith (ed.
Warsh. p. 20a), the 9th Tebheth is marked as a fast day, and it is added, that the reason for this is
not stated. Now, Jewish chronologists have fixed on that day as that of Christ’s birth, and it is re-
markable that, between the years 500 and 816 A.D. the 25th of December fell no less than twelve
times on the 9th Tebheth. If the 9th Tebheth, or 25th December, was regarded as the birthday of
Christ, we can understand the concealment about it…”17

B. The principle surrport that Edersheim has for a Dec. 25th birth date is basically his acceptance of
the Roman Catholic date and also the Rabbis taking 9 Tebheth as the birth of Jesus. Edersheim
writing that there is no need to question the Church’s dating reveals that he certainly wasn’t
aware of paganism being the foundation for the date (and the ceremonies) of Xmas. 
1) Why would the date of Messiah’s birth be on the day when the pagan Christ was born?

(Every religion in the area [e.g. Babylon, Greece and Egypt] had their “christ” as savior who
died for the sins of their people and kept his birthdate as Dec. 25th or thereabout. You’ll see

15 Ibid., p. 13, note 40: The Hebrew word here is for the silver trumpets that God commanded Israel to make (Num.
10:2f.).

16 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus The Messiah (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Pub., 2018; New Up-
dated Edition), p. 132 (also found in Book 1, p. 188).

17 Ibid., note 18. Also, Edersheim, 2006, paragraph 885.
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that in Hislop below.)
C. His former reason (i.e. the Church’s date) is no proof at all, as you’ll also see from Davis’ article

(Christmas—Its Origin) and Hislop (see below). The Rabbis/Megillath are is easily debunked be-
cause the Rabbis took their 9 Tebheth date from the Church’s Dec. 25th date! Where else would
the Rabbis get Yeshua’s birth date from, if not from the Church?! They certainly didn’t hear it
from Yeshua when He was walking in Israel and rebuking the Pharisees, nor from His Apostles,
and we know it’s not written in the New Testament. Edersheim’s “proof” for a Dec. 25th date
falls apart because it’s not supported by anything substantial.

The following is from Alexander Hislop’s Christian classic—The Two Babylons. One reason the date of
December 25th isn’t an option for our Lord’s birth is because the Romans were a practical people who
had common sense and so they wouldn’t demand a census that would make people travel long distances
in the dead of winter (i.e. December 25th). The Two Babylons reveals that all pagan religions originated
in Babylon and spread throughout the Earth. Hislop then overwhelmingly proves that the Roman Catholic
Church is Revelation’s New Testament Babylon and Harlot (Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, etc.); with
all its teachings about Christ and Mary, and its ceremonies, etc., coming from ancient Babylon. In other
words, the Roman Catholic Church, like the Christian cults of the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, is
the largest Christian cult in the world and the most deceptive. It’s the antithesis of biblical Christianity,
and destroys the hope of Heaven for its billion plus followers.

FESTIVALS

Christmas and Lady-day

If Rome be indeed the Babylon of the Apocalypse, and the Madonna enshrined in her sanctuaries be the
very queen of heaven, for the worshipping of whom the fierce anger of God was provoked against the
Jews in the days of Jeremiah, it is of the last consequence that the fact should be established beyond all
possibility of doubt, for that being once established, every one who trembles at the Word of God must
shudder at the very thought of giving such a system, either individually or nationally, the least coun-
tenance or support. Something has been said already that goes far to prove the identity of the Roman and
Babylonian systems, but at every step the evidence becomes still more overwhelming. That which arises
from comparing the different festivals is peculiarly so. The festivals of Rome are innumerable, but five of
the most important may be singled out for elucidation—viz. Christmas-day, Lady-day, Easter, the Nativi-
ty of St. John, and the Feast of the Assumption. Each and all of these can be proved to be Babylonian.
First, as to the festival in honour of the birth of Christ or Christmas. How comes it that that festival was
connected with the 25th of December? There is not a word in the Scriptures about the precise day of His
birth, or the time of the year when He was born. What is recorded there implies that at what time soever
His birth took place, it could not have been on the 25th of December!
At the time that the angel announced His birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem they were feeding their
flocks by night in the open fields. Now no doubt, the climate of Palestine is not so severe as the climate of
this country, but even there, though the heat of the day be considerable, the cold of the night from Decem-
ber to February is very piercing,18 and it was not the custom for the shepherds of Judea to watch their

18 Alexander Hislop, The Two Babylons, 2nd American edition (Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1959; originally
published in 1862 and later expanded). In The Two Babylons—The Full Hislop, Avram Yehoshua’s PDF of the
book, the page numbering is different, but the content is the same. 
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flocks in the open fields later than about the end of October.19 It is in the last degree incredible then, that
the birth of Christ could have taken place at the end of December. There is great unanimity among com-
mentators on this point. Besides Barnes, Doddridge, Lightfoot, Joseph Scaliger, and Jennings (in his
Jewish Antiquities) who are all of opinion that December 25th could not be the right time of our Lord’s
nativity, the celebrated Joseph Mede pronounces a very decisive opinion to the same effect. After a long
and careful disquisition on the subject, among other arguments he adduces the following:

“At the birth of Christ every woman and child was to go to be taxed at the city whereto
they belonged, whither some had long journeys, but the middle of winter was not fitting
for such a business, especially for women with child, and children to travel in. Therefore,
Christ could not be born in the depth of winter. Again, at the time of Christ’s birth the
shepherds lay abroad watching with their flocks in the night time, but this was not likely
to be in the middle of winter. If any shall think the winter wind was not so extreme in
these parts, let him remember the words of Christ in the gospel, “Pray that your flight be
not in the winter.” If the winter was so bad a time to flee in, it seems no fit time for shep-
herds to lie in the fields in, and women and children to travel in.”20

Indeed it is admitted by the most learned and candid writers of all parties21 that the day of our Lord’s birth
cannot be determined,22 and that within the Christian Church no such festival as Christmas was ever heard

Hislop, The Two Babylons, p. 91, note *: London Tract Society’s Commentary, vol. i. p. 472. Alford, Greek Testa-
ment, vol. i. p. 412. Greswell, vol. i. Dissertation, xii. pp. 381-437. In Avram’s PDF it begins on p. 70. In this
paper I’ll be noting the page numbers of the PDF and their note. This one is page 70, note 337.

19 Hislop, The Two Babylons—The Full Hislop, p. 70, note 338 (Hislop note †): Gill, in his Commentary on Luke
2:8, has the following: “There are two sorts of cattle with the Jews…there are the cattle of the house that lie in
the city; the cattle of the wilderness are they that lie in the pastures, on which one of the commentators (Mai-
monides in Misnah Betza, cap. 5, sect. 7) observes, “These lie in the pastures, which are in the villages, all the
days of the cold and heat, and do not go into the cities until the rains descend.” The first rain falls in the month
Marchesvan, which answers to the latter part of our October and the former part of November…From whence it
appears that Christ must be born before the middle of October since the first rain was not yet come.”
Kitto, on Deuteronomy 11:14 (Illustrated Commentary, vol. i. p. 398) says that the “first rain,” is in “au-
tumn…that is, in September or October.” This would make the time of the removal of the flocks from the fields
somewhat earlier than I have stated in the text, but there is no doubt that it could not be later than there stated,
according to the testimony of Maimonides, whose acquaintance with all that concerns Jewish customs is well
known.

20 Ibid., p. 71, note 339 (Hislop, p. 92, note *): Mede, Works, 1672. Discourse xlviii. The above argument of Mede
goes on the supposition of the well known reasonableness and consideration by which the Roman laws were
distinguished.

21 Ibid., note 340: Archdeacon Wood, in Christian Annotator, vol. iii. p. 2. Lorimer, Manual of Presbytery, p. 130.
Lorimer quotes Sir Peter King, who in his Enquiry into the Worship of the Primitive Church, etc., infers that no
such festival was observed in that Church and adds—“It seems improbable that they should celebrate Christ’s
nativity when they disagreed about the month and the day when Christ was born.” See also Rev. J. Ryle, in his
Commentary on Luke, chap. ii. note to v. 8, who admits that the time of Christ’s birth is uncertain, although he
opposes the idea that the flocks could not have been in the open fields in December by an appeal to Jacob’s com-
plaint to Laban, “By day the drought consumed me and the frost by night.” The whole force of Jacob’s complaint
against his churlish kinsman lay in this; that Laban made him do what no other man would have done, and there-
fore, if he refers to the cold nights of winter (which, however, is not the common understanding of the expres-
sion) it proves just the opposite of what it is brought by Mr. Ryle to prove—viz. that it was not the custom for
shepherds to tend their flocks in the fields by night in winter.
Avram: See The Feast of Trumpets for when Messiah was born (under the section, The Birth Day of Yeshua).

22 Ibid., note 341: Gieseler, Ecclesiastical History, vol. i. p. 54 and note. Chrysostom (Monitum in Hom. de Natal.
Christi) writing in Antioch about AD 380, says: “It is not yet ten years since this day was made known to us”
(vol. ii. p. 352). “What follows,” adds Gieseler, “furnishes a remarkable illustration of the ease with which cus-
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of until the third century, and that not until the fourth century was far advanced did it gain much obser-
vance. How then did the Romish Church fix on December the 25th as Christmas-day? Why thus: Long
before the fourth century, and long before the Christian era itself, a festival was celebrated among the
heathen at that precise time of the year in honour of the birth of the son of the Babylonian queen of heav-
en, and it may fairly be presumed that, in order to conciliate the heathen and to swell the number of the
nominal adherents of Christianity, the same festival was adopted by the Roman Church, giving it only the
name of Christ. This tendency on the part of Christians to meet Paganism halfway was very early devel-
oped, and we find Tertullian, even in his day, about the year 230 AD, bitterly lamenting the inconsistency
of the disciples of Christ in this respect, and contrasting it with the strict fidelity of the Pagans to their
own superstition. “By us,” says he,

“who are strangers to Sabbaths,23 and new moons, and festivals, once acceptable to God,
the Saturnalia, the feasts of January, the Brumalia and Matronalia are now frequented;
gifts are carried to and fro, new year’s day presents are made with din, and sports and
banquets are celebrated with uproar; oh how much more faithful are the heathen to their
religion, who take special care to adopt no solemnity from the Christians!”24

Upright men strive to stem the tide, but in spite of all their efforts, the apostacy went on, until the Church,
with the exception of a small remnant, was submerged under Pagan superstition. That Christmas was
originally a Pagan festival is beyond all doubt. The time of the year and the ceremonies with which it is
still celebrated prove its origin. In Egypt, the son of Isis, the Egyptian title for the queen of heaven, was
born at this very time, “about the time of the winter solstice.”25 The very name by which Christmas is
popularly known among ourselves—Yule-day26—proves at once its Pagan and Babylonian origin. “Yule”
is the Chaldee name for an “infant” or “little child,”27 and as the 25th of December was called by our
Pagan Anglo-Saxon ancestors, “Yule-day,” or the “Child’s day,” and the night that preceded it, “Mother-
night,”28 long before they came in contact with Christianity, that sufficiently proves its real character.

toms of recent date could assume the character of apostolic institutions.” Thus proceeds Chrysostom: “Among
those inhabiting the west it was known before from ancient and primitive times, and to the dwellers from Thrace
to Gadeira (Cadiz) it was previously familiar and well-known,” that is, the birth-day of our Lord, which was un-
known at Antioch in the east, on the very borders of the Holy Land where He was born, was perfectly well-
known in all the European region of the west, from Thrace even to Spain!

23 Ibid., note 342: He is speaking of Jewish or biblical Sabbaths (cf. Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11, etc.).
Avram: For why the “Jewish” Sabbath is still valid for Christians, as well as the Law of Moses, see Law 102. Al-
so see, The Lifting of the Veil: Acts 15:20-21, which explains why faith in Jesus of Nazareth must be walked out
through all the laws and rules of Moses that apply to any one Christian. See also, The Feasts of Israel and the
Church and A Snapshot of Church History and Mosaic Law.

24 Ibid., note 343: Tertullian, De Idolatria, c. 14, vol. i. p. 682. For the excesses connected with the Pagan practice
of the first foot on New Year’s day, see Giesleler, vol. i. sect. 79, note.

25 Ibid., note 344: Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. iv. p. 405. Plutarch (De Iside et
Osiride, vol. ii. p. 377, B) states that the Egyptian priests pretended that the birth of the divine son of Isis, at the
end of December, was premature, but this is evidently just the counterpart of the classic story of Bacchus who,
when his mother Semelé was consumed by the fire of Jove, was said to have been rescued in his embryo state
from the flames that consumed her. The foundation of the story being entirely taken away in a previous note (see
TFH (The Two Babylons—The Full Hislop, p. 45, note 224), so the superstructure of course, falls to the ground.

26 Ibid., p. 72 note 345: Mallet, vol. i. p. 130.
27 Ibid., note 346: From Eol, an “infant.” The pronunciation here is the same as in eon of Gideon. In Scotland, at

least in the Lowlands, the Yule-cakes are also called Nur-cakes (the u being pronounced as the French u). Now
in Chaldee Nour signifies “birth.” Therefore, Nur-cakes are “birth-cakes.” The Scandinavian goddesses called
“norns,” who appointed children their destinies at their birth, evidently derived their name from the cognate
Chaldee word “Nor,” a child. Far and wide in the realms of Paganism was this birth-day observed.
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This festival has been commonly believed to have had only an astronomical character, referring simply to
the completion of the sun’s yearly course and the commencement of a new cycle,29 but there is indu-
bitable evidence that the festival in question had a much higher reference than this—that it com-
memorated not merely the figurative birth-day of the sun in the renewal of its course, but the birth-day of
the grand Deliverer. Among the Sabeans of Arabia, who regarded the moon and not the sun as the visible
symbol of the favourite object of their idolatry, the same period was observed as the birth festival. Thus
we read in Stanley’s Sabean Philosophy:

“On the 24th of the tenth month,” that is December according to our reckoning, “the Ara-
bians celebrated the birthday of the Lord—that is the Moon.”30

The Lord Moon was the great object of Arabian worship, and that Lord Moon, according to them, was
born on the 24th of December, which clearly shows that the birth which they celebrated had no necessary
connection with the course of the sun. It is worthy of special note too, that if Christmas-day among the
ancient Saxons of this island was observed to celebrate the birth of any Lord of the host of heaven, the
case must have been precisely the same here as it was in Arabia. The Saxons, as is well known, regarded
the Sun as a female divinity and the Moon as a male.31 It must have been the birth-day of the Lord Moon
therefore, and not of the Sun, that was celebrated by them on the 25th of December, even as the birth-day
of the same Lord Moon was observed by the Arabians on the 24th of December. The name of the Lord
Moon in the East seems to have been Meni, for this appears the most natural interpretation of the divine
statement in Isaiah 65:11:

“But you are they that forsake my holy mountain, that prepare a temple for Gad, and that
furnish the drink-offering unto Meni.”32

There is reason to believe that Gad refers to the sun-god and that Meni, in like manner, designates the
moon divinity.33 Meni or Manai signifies “The Numberer,” and it is by the changes of the moon that the

28 Ibid., note 347: Sharon Turner, Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. p. 219.
29 Ibid., note 348: Salverté, Des Sciences Occultes, p. 491.
30 Ibid., note 349: Stanley, p. 1066, col. 1.
31 Ibid., note 350: Turner, Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. p. 213. Turner cites an Arabic poem which proves that a female sun

and a masculine moon were recognised in Arabia, as well as by the Anglo-Saxons (ibid.).
32 Ibid., note 351: In the authorized version Gad is rendered “that troop,” and Meni, “that number,” but the most

learned admit that this is incorrect and that the words are proper names.
33 Ibid., note 352: Kitto, vol. iv. p. 66, end of note. The name Gad evidently refers, in the first instance, to the war

god, for it signifies to assault, but it also signifies “the assembler,” and under both ideas it is applicable to Nim-
rod whose general character was that of the sun-god, for he was the first grand warrior and under the name
Phoroneus he was celebrated for having first gathered mankind into social communities (see ante, p. 51; in TFH
it’s p. 38f.). The name Meni, “the numberer,” on the other hand, seems just a synonym for the name of Cush or
Chus, which while it signifies “to cover” or “hide,” signifies also “to count or number.” The true proper meaning
of the name Cush is, I have no doubt, “The numberer” or “Arithmetician,” for while Nimrod his son, as the
“mighty” one, was the grand propagator of the Babylonian system of idolatry, by force and power, he as Hermes
(see ante, pp. 25-26; in TFH it’s p. 19f.) was the real concocter of that system, for he is said to have “taught men
the proper mode of approaching the Deity with prayers and sacrifice” (Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of the
Ancient Egyptians, vol. v. p. 10) and seeing idolatry and astronomy were intimately combined, to enable him to
do so with effect, it was indispensable that he should be pre-eminently skilled in the science of numbers.
Now Hermes (that is Cush) is said to have “first discovered numbers and the art of reckoning, geometry and as-
tronomy, the games of chess and hazard” (ibid., p. 3) and it is in all probability from reference to the meaning of
the name of Cush, that some called “Number, the father of gods and men” (ibid., vol. iv. p. 196). The name Meni
is just the Chaldee form of the Hebrew “Mene,” the “numberer” for in Chaldee i often takes the place of the final
e. As we have seen reason to conclude with Gesenius, that Nebo, the great prophetic god of Babylon, was just
the same god as Hermes (see ante, p. 25; in TFH it’s p. 19f.), this shows the peculiar emphasis of the first words
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months are numbered: Psalm 104:19, “He appointed the moon for seasons. The sun knows the time of its
going down.” The name of the “Man of the Moon” or the god who presided over that luminary among the
Saxons was Mane, as given in the “Edda,”34 and Mani in the “Voluspa.”35 That it was the birth of the
“Lord Moon” that was celebrated among our ancestors at Christmas, we have remarkable evidence in the
name that is still given in the lowlands of Scotland to the feast on the last day of the year, which seems to
be a remnant of the old birth festival for the cakes then made are called Nur-Cakes or Birth-cakes. That
name is Hogmanay.36 “Hog-Manai” in Chaldee signifies “The feast of the Numberer,” in other words the
festival of Deus Lunus or of the Man of the Moon.
To show the connection between country and country, and the inveterate endurance of old customs, it is
worthy of remark that Jerome, commenting on the very words of Isaiah already quoted, about spreading
“a table for Gad” and “pouring out a drink-offering to Meni,” observes that it,

“was the custom, so late as his time (in the fourth century) in all cities, especially in
Egypt and at Alexandria, to set tables and furnish them with various luxurious articles of
food and with goblets containing a mixture of new wine on the last day of the month and
the year, and that the people drew omens from them in respect of the fruitfulness of the
year.”37

The Egyptian year began at a different time from ours, but this is as near as possible (only substituting
whisky for wine) the way in which Hogmanay is still observed on the last day of the last month of our
year in Scotland. I do not know that any omens are drawn from anything that takes place at that time, but
everybody in the south of Scotland is personally cognisant of the fact that on Hogmanay or the evening
before New Year’s day, among those who observe old customs, a table is spread and that while buns and
other dainties are provided by those who can afford them, oat cakes and cheese are brought forth among
those who never see oat cakes but on this occasion, and that strong drink forms an essential article of the
provision.
Even where the sun was the favourite object of worship, as in Babylon itself and elsewhere, at this festival
he was worshipped not merely as the orb of day, but as God incarnate.38 It was an essential principle of
the Babylonian system that the Sun or Baal was the one and only God.39 When therefore Tammuz was

in the divine sentence that sealed the doom of Belshazzar as representing the primeval god—“Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin,” which is as much as covertly to say, “The numberer is numbered!”
As the cup was peculiarly the symbol of Cush (see ante, p. 49; in TFH it’s p. 36) hence, the pouring out of the
drink-offering to him as the god of the cup, and as he was the great Diviner, hence the divinations as to the future
year, which Jerome connects with the divinity referred to by Isaiah. Hermes in Egypt, as the “numberer,” was
identified with the moon that numbers the months. He was called “Lord of the moon” (Bunsen, Egypt, vol. i. p.
394) and as the “dispenser of time” (Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. v. p. 11) he
held a “palm branch, emblematic of a year” (ibid., p. 2). Thus, if Gad was the “sun-divinity,” Meni was very nat-
urally regarded as “The Lord Moon.”

34 Ibid., p. 73, note 353: Mallet, vol. ii. p. 24. Edinburg 1809.
35 Ibid., note 354: Supplement to Ida Pfeiffer, Iceland, pp. 322-323.
36 Ibid., note 355: Jamieson, Scottish Dictionary, sub voce. Jamieson gives a good many speculations from different

authors in regard to the meaning of the term “Hogmanay,” but the following extract is all that it seems necessary
to quote: “Hogmanay, the name appropriated by the vulgar to the last day in the year. Sibb thinks that the term
may be…allied to the Scandinavian Hoeg-tid, a term applied to Christmas and various other festivals of the
church.” As the Scandinavian “tid” means “time,” and “hoeg-tid” is applied to festivals of the church in general,
the meaning of this expression is evidently “festival-time,” but that shows that “hoeg” has just the meaning
which I have attached to Hog—the Chaldee meaning. (Avram: ָחג Hahg is Hebrew for festival or feast.)

37 Ibid., note 356: Hieronym, vol. ii. p. 217.
38 Ibid., p. 74, note 357: Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride, vol. ii. sect. 52, p. 372, D. Macrobius, Saturnalia, lib. i. cap.

21, p. 71.
14 of 21



worshipped as God incarnate, that implied also that he was an incarnation of the Sun. In Hindoo mytholo-
gy, which is admitted to be essentially Babylonian, this comes out very distinctly. There, Surya or the
sun, is represented as being incarnate and born for the purpose of subduing the enemies of the gods who,
without such a birth, could not have been subdued.40

It was no mere astronomic festival then, that the Pagans celebrated at the winter solstice. That festival at
Rome was called the feast of Saturn and the mode in which it was celebrated there showed whence it had
been derived. The feast, as regulated by Caligula, lasted five days;41 loose reins were given to drunken-
ness and revelry, slaves had a temporary emancipation,42 and used all manner of freedoms with their
masters.43 This was precisely the way in which, according to Berosus, the drunken festival of the month
Thebeth, answering to our December, in other words the festival of Bacchus, was celebrated in Babylon.
“It was the custom,” says he,

“during the five days it lasted, for masters to be in subjection to their servants, and one of
them ruled the house, clothed in a purple garment like a king.”44

This “purple-robed” servant was called “Zoganes,”45 the “Man of sport and wantonness,” and answered
exactly to the “Lord of Misrule” that in the dark ages was chosen in all Popish countries to head the revels
of Christmas. The wassailling bowl of Christmas had its precise counterpart in the “Drunken festival” of
Babylon, and many of the other observances still kept up among ourselves at Christmas came from the
very same quarter. The candles in some parts of England, lighted on Christmas-eve and used so long as
the festive season lasts, were equally lighted by the Pagans on the eve of the festival of the Babylonian
god to do honour to him, for it was one of the distinguishing peculiarities of his worship to have lighted
wax-candles on his altars.46

39 Ibid., note 358: Macrobius, Saturnalia, lib. i. cap. 23, p. 72, E.
Avram: “Macrobius Ambrosius Theodosius was a Roman who flourished during the early fifth century. He is
primarily known for his writings, which include the Saturnalia, a compendium of ancient Roman religious and
antiquarian lore, the Commentarii in Somnium Scipionis (Commentary on the Dream of Scipio) which was an
important source for Platonism in the Latin West during the Middle Ages, and De differentiis et societatibus
graeci latinique verbi (On the Differences and Similarities of the Greek and Latin Verb) which is now lost. He
was one of the last Latin authors not to have converted to Christianity.” See Macrobius. 

40 Ibid., note 359: Col. Vans Kennedy, the Sanscrit Researches. Col. Kennedy, a most distinguished Sanscrit schol-
ar, brings the Brahmins from Babylon (ibid., p. 157). Be it observed the very name Surya, given to the sun over
all India, is connected with this birth. Though the word had originally a different meaning it was evidently
identified by the priests with the Chaldee “Zero” and made to countenance the idea of the birth of the “Sun-god.”
The Pracrit name is still nearer the Scriptural name of the promised seed. It is Suro. It has been seen, in a previ-
ous chapter (p. 77; in TFH it’s p. 59) that in Egypt also, the Sun was represented as born of a goddess.

41 Ibid., note 360: Subsequently the number of the days of the Saturnalia was increased to seven (Justus Lipsius,
Opera, tom. ii. Saturnal, lib. i. cap. 4).

42 Ibid., note 361: If Saturn or Kronos was, as we have seen reason to believe, Phoroneus, “The emancipator” (see
ante, pp. 51-52; in TFH it’s p. 38f.), the “temporary emancipation” of the slaves at his festival was exactly in
keeping with his supposed character.

43 Ibid., note 362: Adam, Roman Antiquities, “Religion, Saturn” (Statius, Sylvae, lib. i. c. vi. v. 4, pp. 65-66). The
words of Statius are:

“Saturnus muhi compede exoluta
Et multo gravidus mero December
Et ridens jocus, et sales protervi
Adisint.”

44 Ibid., note 363: In Athenaeus, xiv. p. 639, C.
45 Ibid., note: 364: From “Tzohkh,…to sport and wanton,” and “anesh…man” or perhaps “anes” may only be a ter-

mination signifying “the doer” from an, “to act upon.” To the initiated it had another meaning.
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The Christmas tree, now so common among us, was equally common in Pagan Rome and Pagan Egypt.
In Egypt that tree was the palm-tree; in Rome it was the fir,47 the palm-tree denoting the Pagan Messiah as
Baal-Tamar; the fir referring to him as Baal-Berith. The mother of Adonis, the Sun-God and great media-
torial divinity, was mystically said to have been changed into a tree, and when in that state to have
brought forth her divine son.48

If the mother was a tree, the son must have been recognised as the “Man the branch,” and this entirely ac-
counts for the putting of the Yule Log into the fire on Christmas-eve, and the appearance of the Christmas
tree the next morning. As Zero-Ashta, “The seed of the woman,” which name also signified Ignigena or
“born of the fire,” he has to enter the fire on “Mother-night” that he may be born the next day out of it as
the “Branch of God” or the Tree that brings all divine gifts to men, but why, it may be asked, does he
enter the fire under the symbol of a Log? To understand this, it must be remembered that the divine child
born at the winter solstice was born as a new incarnation of the great god, after that god had been cut in
pieces on purpose to revenge his death upon his murderers.49 Now the great god, cut off in the midst of his
power and glory, was symbolised as a huge tree, stripped of all its branches and cut down almost to the
ground,50 but the great serpent, the symbol of the life restoring Aesculapius,51 twists itself around the dead
stock (see Fig. 27)52 and lo, at its side up sprouts a young tree—a tree of an entirely different kind that is
destined never to be cut down by hostile power—even the palm-tree, the well-known symbol of victory.

Figure 27

46 Ibid., note 365: Crabb, Mythology, “Saturn,” p. 12.
Avram: The wassailling bowl is filled with spiced ale or mulled wine drunk during celebrations for the 12th
night of Christmas and Christmas Eve. It involved the drinking of plentiful amounts of alcohol (i.e. revelry and
drunkenness).

47 Ibid., p. 75, note 366: Berlin Correspondent of London Times, December 23, 1853.
48 Ibid., note 367: Ovid, Metamorphoses, lib. x. v. 500-513.
49 Ibid., note 368: See ante, p. 69; in TFH it’s p. 52f.
50 Ibid., note 369: “Ail” or “Il,” a synonym for Gheber, the “mighty” one (Ex. 15:15) signifies also a wide spread-

ing tree or a stag with branching horns (see Parkhurst, Hebrew Lexicon, sub voce). Therefore, at different times,
the great god is symbolized by a stately tree or by a stag. In the accompanying woodcut the cutting off of the
mighty one is symbolized by the cutting down of the tree. On an Ephesian coin (Smith, Classical Dictionary, p.
289) he is symbolized by a stag cut asunder and there, a palm tree is represented as springing up at the site of the
stag, just as here it springs up at the side of the dead trunk. In Sanchuniathon, Kronos is expressly called “Ilos,”
i.e. “The mighty one.” The great god being cut off, the cornucopia at the left of the tree is empty, but the palm
tree repairs all.

51 Ibid., note 370: The reader will remember that Aesculapius is generally represented with a stick or a stock of a
tree at his side and a serpent twining around it. The figure in the text evidently explains the origin of this repre-
sentation. For his charter as the life-restorer, see Pausanias, lib. ii. Corinthiaca, cap. 26; and Dryden, Virgil’s
Aeneid, lib. vii. ll. 769-773, pp. 364-365.

52 Ibid., note 371: Maurice, Indian Antiquities, vol. vi. p. 368. 1796.
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The Christmas-tree, as has been stated, was generally at Rome a different tree, even
the fir, but the very same idea as was implied in the palm-tree was implied in the
Christmas-fir for that covertly symbolised the new-born God as Baal-berith,53 “Lord
of the Covenant” and thus shadowed forth the perpetuity and everlasting nature of his
power, now that after having fallen before his enemies he had risen triumphant over
them all. Therefore, the 25th of December, the day that was observed at Rome as the
day when the victorious god reappeared on earth, was held at the Natalis invicti solis,
“The birth-day of the unconquered Sun.”54 Now the Yule Log is the dead stock of Nimrod, deified as the
sun-god, but cut down by his enemies—the Christmas-tree is Nimrod redivivus—the slain god come to
life again.
In the light reflected by the above statement on customs that still linger among us, the origin of which has
been lost in the midst of hoary antiquity, let the reader look at the singular practice still kept up in the
South on Christmas-eve, of kissing under the mistletoe bough. That mistletoe bough in the Druidic super-
stition, which as we have seen was derived from Babylon, was a representation of the Messiah, “The
man—the branch.” The mistletoe was regarded as a divine branch55—a branch that came from heaven and
grew upon a tree that sprung out of the earth. Thus, by the engrafting of the celestial branch into the earth-
ly tree, heaven and earth, that sin had severed, were joined together and thus, the mistletoe bough became
the token of divine reconciliation to man, the kiss being the well-known token of pardon and reconcilia-
tion. Whence could such an idea have come? May it not have come from Psalm 85:10-11?

“Mercy and truth are met together—righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring out of the earth (in consequence of the coming of the promised Sav-
iour) and righteousness shall look down from heaven.”

Certain it is that that Psalm was written soon after the Babylonian captivity, and as multitudes of the
Jews, after that event, still remained in Babylon under the guidance of inspired men such as Daniel, as a
part of the divine word it must have been communicated to them as well as to their kinsmen in Palestine.
Babylon was, at that time, the centre of the civilised world and thus Paganism, corrupting the divine sym-
bol as it ever has done, had opportunities of sending forth its debased counterfeit of the truth to all the
ends of the earth through the Mysteries that were affiliated with the great central system in Babylon. 
Thus the very customs of Christmas still existent cast surprising light at once on the revelations of grace
made to all the earth, and the efforts made by Satan and his emissaries to materialise, carnalise and de-
grade them.
In many countries the boar was sacrificed to the god for the injury a boar was fabled to have done him.

53 Ibid., note 372: Baal-bereth, which differs only in one letter from Baal-berith, “Lord of the Covenant,” signifies
“Lord of the fir-tree.”

54 Ibid., note 373: Gieseler, Ecclesiastical History, p. 42, note. (See Yeshua The Branch?)
55 Ibid., p. 76, note 374: In the Scandinavian story of Balder (see ante, p. 57; in The Full Hislop it’s p. 43f.), the

mistletoe branch is distinguished from the lamented god. The Druidic and Scandinavian myths somewhat dif-
fered, but yet even in the Scandinavian story it is evident that some marvellous power was attributed to the
mistletoe branch for it was able to do what nothing else in the compass of creation could accomplish—it slew the
divinity on whom the Anglo-Saxons regarded “the empire” of their “heaven” as “depending.” Now all that is
necessary to unravel this apparent inconsistency is just to understand “the branch” that had such power as a sym-
bolical expression for the true Messiah. The Bacchus of the Greeks came evidently to be recognised as the seed
of the serpent, for he is said to have been brought forth by his mother in consequence of intercourse with Jupiter
when that god had appeared in the form of a serpent (see Dymock, Classical Dictionary, sub voce “Deois”). If
the character of Balder was the same, the story of his death just amounted to this—that the “seed of the serpent”
had been slain by the “seed of the woman.” This story of course, must have originated with his enemies, but the
idolators took up what they could not altogether deny, evidently with the view of explaining it away.
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According to one version of the story of the death of Adonis, or Tammuz, it was as we have seen in con-
sequence of a wound from the tusk of a boar that he died.56 The Phrygian Attes, the beloved of Cybele,
whose story was identified with that of Adonis, was fabled to have perished in like manner, by the tusk of
a boar.57 
Therefore, Diana, who though commonly represented in popular myths only as the huntress Diana, was in
reality the great mother of the gods,58 has frequently the boar’s head as her accompaniment, in token not
of any mere success in the chase, but of her triumph over the grand enemy of the idolatrous system, in
which she occupied so conspicuous a place.
According to Theocritus, Venus was reconciled to the boar that killed Adonis because when brought in
chains before her it pleaded so pathetically that it had not killed her husband of malice prepense, but only
through accident.59 
Yet in memory of the deed that the mystic boar had done, many a boar lost its head or was offered in sac-
rifice to the offended goddess. In Smith, Diana is represented with a boar’s head lying beside her, on the
top of a heap of stones,60 and in the accompanying woodcut below (Fig. 28)61 in which the Roman Emper-
or Trajan is represented burning incense to the same goddess, the boar’s head forms a very prominent
figure.

Figure 28
On Christmas day the Continental Saxons offered a boar in
sacrifice to the Sun,62 to propitiate her63 for the loss of her
beloved Adonis. In Rome a similar observance had evident-
ly existed, for a boar formed the great article at the feast of
Saturn, as appears from the following words of Martial:
“That boar will make you a good Saturnalia.”64 
Hence the boar’s head is still a standing dish in England at
the Christmas dinner when the reason of it is long since
forgotten. 
Yea, the “Christmas goose” and “Yule cakes” were essen-
tial articles in the worship of the Babylonian Messiah, as
that worship was practised both in Egypt and at Rome (Fig-
ure 29). Wilkinson, in reference to Egypt, shows that “the

56 Ibid., note 375: For the mystic meaning of the story of the boar, see ante, p. 65; in TFH it’s p. 49f.
57 Ibid., note 376: Pausanias, lib. vv. Achaica, cap. 7.
58 Ibid., note 377: See ante, pp. 29-30; in TFH it’s p. 22f.
59 Ibid., note 378: Theocritus, Idyll, xxx. v. 21, 45.
60 Ibid., note 379: Smith, Classical Dictionary, p. 112.

Avram: One can see the boar’s head in the tree, seemingly “made out of leaves,” directly above and slightly to
the right of the head of Diana, who is the figure “above the sacrificial fire, in the midst of the trees.

61 Ibid., p. 77, note 380: Kitto, Illustrated Commentary, vol. iv. p. 137.
62 Ibid., note 381: Times” Berlin Correspondent, December 23, 1853.
63 Ibid., note 382: The reader will remember the Sun was a goddess. Mallet says, “They offered the largest hog they

could get to Frigga”—i.e. the mother of Balder, the lamented one (vol. i. p. 132). In Egypt swine were offered
once a year at the feast of the Moon to the Moon, and Bacchus or Osiris, and to them only it was lawful to make
such an offering—Aelian, Varia Historia, x. 16, p. 562.

64 Ibid., note 383: “Iste tibi faciet bona Saturnalia porcus” (Martial, Epigrammata, p. 754).
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favourite offering” of Osiris was “a goose,”65 and moreover that the “goose could not be eaten except in
the depth of winter.”66

Figure 2967

As to Rome, Juvenal says, “that Osiris, if offended, could be pacified only by a
large goose and a thin cake.”68 In many countries we have evidence of a sacred
character attached to the goose.
It is well known that the capitol of Rome was, on one occasion, saved when on
the point of being surprised by the Gauls in the dead of night by the cackling of
the geese sacred to Juno, kept in the temple of Jupiter.69

The accompanying woodcut (Fig. 30, page 19)70 proves that the goose in Asia
Minor was the symbol of Cupid, just as it was the symbol of Seb in Egypt. In
India the goose occupied a similar position for in that land we read of the sa-

cred “Brahmany goose” or goose sacred to Brahma.71 Finally, the monuments of Babylon show72 that the
goose possessed a like mystic character in Chaldea and that it was offered in sacrifice there, as well as in
Rome or Egypt, for there the priest is seen with the goose in the one hand and his sacrificing knife in the
other.73

Figure 30
There can be no doubt then, that the Pagan festival at the winter solstice—in
other words, Christmas—was held in honour of the birth of the Babylonian
Messiah.
The consideration of the next great festival in the Popish calendar gives the
very strongest confirmation to what has now been said. That festival, called
Lady-day, is celebrated at Rome on the 25th of March, in alleged commemora-
tion of the miraculous conception of our Lord in the womb of the Virgin on the
day when the angel was sent to announce to her the distinguished honour that
was to be bestowed upon her as the mother of the Messiah, but who could tell

when this annunciation was made? The Scripture gives no clue at all in regard to the time, but it mattered
not. Yet, our Lord was either conceived or born that very day now set down in the Popish calendar, for
the “Annunciation of the Virgin” was observed in Pagan Rome in honour of Cybele, the Mother of the

65 Ibid., note 384: Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. v. p. 353.
66 Ibid., note 385: Ibid., vol. ii. p. 380.
67 Ibid., note 386: Ibid., vol. vi. plate 31, and goose on stand, from vol. v. p. 353.

Avram: The caption under Figure 29 reads: “The Egyptian God Seb, with his symbol the goose; and the Sacred
Goose on a stand, as offered in sacrifice.”

68 Ibid., note 387: Juvenal, Satires, vi. 539-540, p. 129.
69 Ibid., note 388: Livius, Historia, lib. v. cap. 47, vol. i. p. 388.
70 Ibid., note 389: Baker and Ainsworth, Lares and Penates of Cilica, chap. iv. p. 220.
71 Ibid., note 390: Moor, Hidoo Pantheon, p. 10.
72 Ibid., note 391: Kitto, Illustrated Commentary, vol. iv. p. 31.
73 Ibid., p. 78, note 392: The symbolic meaning of the offering of the goose is worthy of notice. “The goose,” says

Wilkinson, “signified in hieroglyphics a child or son,” and Horapolo says (i. 53, p. 276), “It was chosen to de-
note a son from its love to its young, being always ready to give itself up to the chasseur in order that they might
be preserved, for which reason the Egyptians thought it right to revere this animal” (Wilkinson, Manners and
Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. v. p. 227). Here then the true meaning of the symbol is a son, who volun-
tarily gives himself up as a sacrifice for those whom he loves—viz. the Pagan Messiah.
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Babylonian Messiah.74

Now, it is manifest that Lady-day and Christmas-day stand in intimate relation to one another. Between
the 25th of March and the 25th of December there are exactly nine months. If then the false Messiah was
conceived in March and born in December, can anyone for a moment believe that the conception and
birth of the true Messiah can have so exactly synchronised, not only to the month, but to the day? The
thing is incredible. Lady-day and Christmas-day are purely Babylonian.

Conclusion

The Lord Yeshua was born on the night of The Feast of Trumpets, as His conception and subsequent birth
revealed. The very name and meaning of “Trumpets” in Hebrew (the Day of Shouting, Singing and Play-
ing Musical Instruments and Shofars unto God for what He has done) “sets us up” for something extra-
ordinary to happen on that Day, and it does! The birth of God the Son who became a Jewish man to give

74 Ibid., note 393: Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. xxiii. cap. 3, p. 355, and Macrobius, Saturnalia, lib. i. cap. 3, p. 47,
G, H. The fact stated in the paragraph above casts light on a festival held in Egypt, of which no satisfactory ac-
count has yet been given. That festival was held in commemoration of “the entrance of Osiris into the moon.”
Now Osiris, like Surya in India, was just the Sun (Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride, sect. 52, vol. ii. p. 372, D). The
moon, on the other hand, though most frequently the symbol of the god Hermes or Thoth, was also the symbol of
the goddess Isis, the queen of heaven. The learned Bunsen seems to dispute this, but his own admissions show
that he does so without reason (Egypt, vol. i. pp. 414, 416) and Jeremiah 44:17 seems decisive on the subject.
The entrance of Osiris into the moon was just the sun’s being conceived by Isis, the queen of heaven, that like the
Indian Surya he might in due time be born as the grand deliverer (see p. 96 note §; in TFH it’s page 74, note
359). Hence the very name Osiris, for as Isis is the Greek form of H’isha, “the woman,” so Osiris, as read at this
day on the Egyptian monuments is He-siri, “the seed.” It is no objection to this to say that Osiris is commonly
represented as the husband of Isis, for as we have seen already (p. 22; in TFH it’s p. 17f.), Osiris is at once the
son and husband of his mother.
Now this festival took place in Egypt generally in March, just as Lady-day or the first great festival of Cybele
was held in the same month in Pagan Rome. We have seen that the common title of Cybele at Rome was Domi-
na or “the Lady” (Ovid, Fasti, lib. iv. 340) as in Babylon it was Beltis (Eusebius, Prep. Evang., lib. ix. cap. 41,
vol. ii. p. 58) and from this no doubt comes the name “Lady-day” as it has descended to us.
Avram: “Eusebius’s “Εὑαγγελικὴ Προπαρασκευή (Preparation for the Gospel) commonly known by its Latin ti-
tle Praeparatio Evangelica, was a work of Christian apologetics written by Eusebius in the early part of the
fourth century AD. It was begun about the year 313 AD and attempts to prove the excellence of Christianity over
pagan religions and philosophies.” (Aaron P. Johnson, Ethnicity and Argument in Eusebius” Praeparatio evan-
gelica, 2006, p. 11.)
“The Praeparatio consists of fifteen books, which have been completely preserved. Eusebius considered it an in-
troduction to Christianity for pagans, but its value for many later readers is more because Eusebius added infor-
mation from historians and philosophers, which was not recorded elsewhere. Namely:”

“Here alone is preserved a summary of the writings of the Phoenician priest Sanchuniathon, of
which the accuracy has been shown by the mythological accounts found on the Ugaritic tables.”
“Here alone is the account from Diodorus Siculus’s sixth book of Euhemerus’s wondrous voyage
to the island of Panchaea, where Euhemerus purports to have found his true history of the gods.”
“Here almost alone are preserved writings of the Platonist philosopher Atticus along with much
else.”
“Here primarily are preserved important works of Porphyry, the Neoplatonist critic of Christianity
(the On Images, Philosophy from Oracles, Letter to Anebo, Against the Christians, Against
Boethus, Philological Lecture).”
Excerpts from the Book of the Laws of the Countries (also known as the Dialogue on Fate) by the
early Christian author Bardaisan of Edessa, the Syriac original of which was not discovered until
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His Life for us, so that we would have His Life, is the most incredible thing that ever happened!
Be that as it may, Hislop dismantle’s Edersheim75 and reveals that Xmas is nothing less than the birth date
of the satanic counterfeit to the Lord Yeshua, describing the ceremonies and symbols that were given to
the Counterfeiter so pagans would worship him. Who would have ever thought, back in the days of the
Apostles, that Xmas (or Saturnalia in their day) would “come to honor Jesus?!” They would be rolling
over in their graves…if they were in them.
Even if one doesn’t know The Hebraic Perspective, and keeps Sunday, Easter and Xmas and eat ham,
bacon and shrimp, etc., any true Christian should be aghast to fine out that Xmas has its roots in paganism
exalts the anti-Christ, no matter what “goodness” they place upon Xmas. Unfortunately, there are many
who have the name Christian, but don’t walk like they Lord, who says of them:

“Seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand,
lest they should turn and their sins be forgiven them.” (Mark 4:12)76

the 19th century.
“The term also denotes an early church doctrine, praeparatio evangelica meaning a preparation of the gospel
among cultures yet to hear of the message of Christ. In this view, God has already sown the older cultures with
ideas and themes that would grow to fruition through interpretation in a fully Christian context.” (Philip Jenkins,
The Next Christendom, New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 122.)
“It should be noted that Eusebius’s own Praeparatio Evangelica does not adopt the common notion (which oc-
curs at least as early as Clement of Alexandria) of Greek philosophy as a “preparation for the Gospel.” Eusebius
instead offers a lengthy argument for the wisdom of the ancient Hebrews becoming a preparation for Greek phi-
losophy (at least Platonic philosophy, see Praep. ev. 11-13). For Eusebius, the Greeks stole any truths they pos-
sessed from the more ancient Hebrews.” See Praeparatio Evangelica.

75 Although I didn’t present it in this paper, the “star” that the astrologers originally saw would appear for them on
the road to Bethlehem, a long time after they initially saw it in Babylon. 

76 This article was finished on, of all days! Thursday, December 25, 2025! Glory to God!
It was last revised on Saturday, January 10, 2026 at 7:41 PM.
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