THE HONEST SCRIBE
MATTHEW 22:35-40

by Avram Yehoshua

Yeshua’s response to the Scribe reveals that God’s New Testament Christian lifestyle is based upon Mo-
saic Law. In other words, Christians are to walk out their faith in Yeshua through all the commandments,
rules, statutes, ordinances and judgments of Mosaic Law that apply to them. Not all Mosaic Law rules ap-
ply to any one person, and so one must know Mosaic Law in order to keep those rules that applies to him.

The Church teaches that the Letter to the Hebrews does away with the Law of Moses, but it actually up-
holds Mosaic Law."' It’s not the only letter in the New Testament that supports Mosaic Law as God’s bib-
lical lifestyle for walking out one’s faith in Yeshua (cf. Rom. 3:20b, 31; 1st Cor. 7:19, 11:1, etc.).?

Many Christians rightly say that Jesus is the final authority on anything He speaks about. The Savior said
that Mosaic Law would continue until Heaven and Earth don t exist. That’s pretty clear, but Christians are
willfully blind to this, saying that Jesus must have meant that “only for the Jews.” In the very same pas-
sage the Lord of Glory emphatically declares that He hadn t come to do away with the Law:

Matthew 5:17—“Deo not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy, but to fulfill.”* (Luke 24:44 reveals what Yeshua meant by “fulfill.”)*

Matthew 5:18—“For assuredly, I say to you, until the Heavens and the Earth pass away,
not one jot or one tittle will pass from the Law until all is fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:18)

In v. 18 Yeshua states that nothing of the Law will cease to be operative (until Judgement Day when the
Heavens and Earth have melted away; cf. 2nd Peter 3:10, 12). The jot is the smallest Hebrew letter (a °
yod), and the tittle isn’t even a letter or a vowel, but a decorative embellishment that is added to some He-
brew letters in the scribal hand-writing of a Torah (Mosaic Law) scroll, to distinguish it from a similar let-
ter. The tittle has nothing whatsoever to do with changing the meaning of a letter, or the Hebrew word
that it’s found in.” Yeshua was emphatically stating that Torah was here to stay, way «#7Z¢/ His death and

' See Hebrews and the Change of the Law and the two page handouts, The Feasts of Israel and the Church and

The Two Triangles of the NT.

2 See Mosaic Law is Established—Romans 3:31, Nailed to the Cross—Colossians 2:13-17 and Romans 14, “Any
Day Can Be My Sabbath,” and the Mosaic Dietary Law.

> See 10 Ways Yeshua Fulfilled the Law. None of the 10 ways even hint that Jesus “did away with the Law,” let
alone declare their nullification or invalidity for Christians.

* The Lord’s definition of “fulfill” is found in Luke 24:44—*Then He said to His Apostles, “These are the words
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”” Those three sections of the Old Testament speak of a
coming King-Savior, the Messiah, and so Yeshua, literally coming to Israel and dying for her sins, fulfills many
of the prophecies found in them. The rest of the prophecies will be fulfilled when He returns and also, when the
New Jerusalem comes down from Heaven (Rev. 21:1f.). “Fulfill” has nothing to do with invalidating Mosaic
Law for Christians, but of Yeshua saying what the Hebrew Bible speaks of, a Messiah coming to Israel and dy-
ing for her sins (e.g. Isaiah 53:5), etc., and He came and did that, thus fulfilling those prophecies about the
Messiah.

Today the tittle might be comparable to a serif font’s artistic flourish or finishing strokes on the end of a letter
(e.g. Lucida Calligraphy. Sans serif (“without serif”) fonts, like Arial and Verdana, don’t have them.
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Resurrection, for Christian lifestyle in His Kingdom on Earth (“until the Heavens and the Earth pass
away”). The Church falsely teaches that “the Law was invalidated at His death,” and so Christians
wrongly believe that they don’t have to keep any of it, except for their understanding of the moral laws,
like love your neighbor as yourself. As we’ll see though, one cannot fully understand what loving one’s
neighbor or God means without Mosaic Law.

Christians have been deceived by pastors and teachers about God’s ancient purpose for Mosaic Law, be-

cause they themselves are deceived by the lie of the Catholic Church about Mosaic Law and its use as

God’s lifestyle for Christians. The Law taught ancient Israel both how to live out their life of faith in Him

a7terthey were saved from Egyptian slavery,® and now is the paradigm that teaches Christians “how to”
ve out their lives their lives after their slavery from the Kingdom of Satan.

Mosaic Law didn’t exist in Egypt for Israel “to keep” in order to be saved. Mosaic Law was never meant
to save anyone, but the Pharisees came up with that idea, and hence today, religious Jews believe that the
keeping of the Law is the way to salvation. Paul believed that too, until he met the risen Lawgiver on the
Road to Damascus.

Israel wouldn’t get Mosaic Law un‘t\idlpgfé:f they were saved from Pharaoh at Mt. Sinai.” It’s the same
concept for Christians; once saved aic Law is God’s gift to Christians as to how He wants them to
walk out their faith in His Son. The only difference is that the “bar” has been raised to the highest of the
Heavens. Yeshua did that by saying things like, hate is equal to murder, lust is equal to adultery, and one
must love their enemy.® and yet the Mosaic commandments not to literally murder or commit adultery re-
main. These new and deeper understandings were always part of Mosaic Law, but it took Yeshua to re-
veal them. They weren’t given to the Israel of Moses because Israel didn’t have a “Born from Above”
transformed nature—they weren’t new creatures in Messiah (2nd Cor. 5:17). In Yeshua’s Kingdom Chris-
tians are given His nature, the Holy Spirit and a new heart—one like Yeshua’s (cf. Ezekiel 36:24-27; John
15:26). Therefore, Christians are able to walk like Jesus walked; “in the impossible,” keeping all God’s
Mosaic laws as taught by Yeshua, that applies to them.

A common Christian response to keeping Mosaic Law as God’s New Testament lifestyle, is that, “No one
can keep the Law! It’s too hard!” Yet, the Law of Yeshua is a million times harder to keep then Mosaic
Law as understood by the Rabbis or Christians. The Law says not to murder, but Yeshua said hate
equalled murder. Obviously, Yeshua’s understanding of the commandment sends “its keeping” into the
impossible realm.

The first Passover lamb in Egypt was the prototype for Yeshua, the Lamb of God (John 1:29, 36), and
how ancient Israel and Christians are saved. Once saved though, does it matter if we sin?

Paul was a Jewish-Christian Pharisee,” and in his greatest theological Letter, Romans, written more than

8 Cf. Lev. 18:5; Neh. 9:29; Ezk. 20:11, 13; 20:21; Gal. 3:11-12. The last cite (Gal.) negates Mosaic Law being
used for salvation. Faith in Yeshua though, is walked out through Mosaic Law, just as Yeshua and all His Apos-
tles did, including Paul, who knew that Mosaic Law couldn’t save them, as it was never given by God for such,
but once saved it acts as God’s lifestyle for all Christians.

Israel received the beginning of Mosaic Law, with its Ten Commandments, 50 days after the first Sunday of
Passover—the Feast of Unleavened Bread. It was on that day that God spoke the Ten, and other words, and it was
on that day, 1,470 years later, that God poured out His Spirit upon Israel (Acts Two). In other words, God gave
both His Word and His Spirit on the same day; known in the Old Testament as the Feast of Weeks, and in the
New as Pentecost. For more on this see Pentecost—Shavu’ot.

As for the use of “Law” in Scripture, most of the time it means either the entire Mosaic Law or a law of Mosaic
Law. It is rarely used for the Ten Commandments. See Mosaic Law and the Ten.

The kernel for loving one’s enemy in Mosaic Law is found in Exodus 23:4: “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his
donkey going astray, you must surely bring it back to him.”

“though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I
more so! Circumcised the 8th day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and
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20 yearivd/ger the Resurrection, he says that one cannot know the full extent of what sin is unless one
knows, and conversely walks in, Mosaic Law.'’ Christians keep much of Mosaic Law without realizing
it—love your neighbor; don’t bear false witness, and don’t murder, etc., but they don’t know the full ex-
tent of the Law.

Romans was written a few year%/‘ Galatians."" What Paul meant in Galatians is that Mosaic Law
could not be used for salvation. It Cannot transform a Christian’s human nature into the Lord’s new na-
ture,'” or give anyone God’s Gift of eternal life. The Law was not done away with, much like if one has a
car and then buys an airplane, the purpose of the car still exists. They both have their place in the life of
the owner—to get him from one place to another.

Mosaic Law is God’s Words to Israel, and like anyone’s words, reflect the personality of God. It reveals
who our God is. Just as we cannot disassociate ourselves from our own words, for they are a reflection of
who we are, so too with God. The Son, the Tri-Author of the Law had come, and God is saying, “Look to
Yeshua for Life!” Then walk out that Life through Mosaic Law.

Christians are to do what is right in God’s eyes (cf. Dt. 13: 18, contrast Dt. 12:8; Judges 17:6). In other
words, if someone says that we should keep Sunday because of the Resurrection, the Law, which literally
means “teaching” (the teaching of God’s Ways and Days to Israel), says, “No. The Sabbath is God’s holy
day to keep and to assemble on”" (cf. Mt. 12:8; Mk. 2:27-28; Luke 6:5; Acts 13:42, 44;'* Hebrews 4:9).

concerning the Law, a Pharisee! Concerning zeal, persecuting the Church! Concerning the righteousness which
is in the Law, blameless!” (Philippians 3:4-6) There is a righteousness of the Law, but it’s not an eternal right-
eousness. “But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the
Council, “Men and brethren! I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee! Concerning the hope and Resurrection of
the dead I am being judged!”” (Acts 23:6) Paul, as a Jewish-Christian, was still a Pharisee, but now “in Messiah
Yeshua,” he saw things a bit differently from his Pharisaic brothers who didn’t know Jesus.

The Law is righteous and holy (Rom. 7:12), but it cannot give eternal life, nor transform a human being into one
like Yeshua (cf. 2nd Cor. 3:18). A car cannot fly, but it’s still valid for what it was created for.

10 See Romans 3:20—The Full Knowledge of Sin.

For example, Paul writes, “Do we then make void the Law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we es-
tablish the Law!” (Romans 3:31) “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, 1
would not have known sin except through the Law! For I would not have known covetousness unless the Law
had said, “You must not covet!...Therefore, the Law is holy, and the commandment holy, righteous and
good...For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.” (Romans 7:7, 12, 14)

Galatians is generally seen as being written in Ephesus, around 52-53 AD; while Romans was written from
Corinth in 54 AD. Also, if you read Galatians, and then Romans, you’ll see that Galatians is a sort of rough draft
for the more polished Romans. In other words, what Paul says about the Law in Galatians we find “refined” in
Romans, and Paul never says, in Galatians or Romans, that the Law isn’t valid for Christians. Therefore any pas-
tor who takes Galatians 3:19, or anything else in Galatians, etc., as meaning that Mosaic Law isn’t for Christians
doesn’t understand Paul in Galatians or Romans concerning Mosaic Law.

See Salvation—The Promise! for what Yeshua has given Christians.

This doesn’t mean that we can only assemble on the Sabbath. It means that we must keep the Sabbath day holy
and assemble on it, but we can assemble on all other days of the week too. Neither Sunday nor any other day is
to be used as a replacement for the Sabbath, as it’s God’s unique and ordained weekly holy day (cf. Gen. 2:1-3;
Ex. 20:8-12; also, see the two page handout, The Feasts of [srael and the Church, and read in footnote 3 that the
Sabbath is mentioned 10 times in the Book of Acts. Sunday seems to be mentioned (only) one time (Acts 20:7),
but today many theologians realize that it’s actually Saturday night that Luke speaks of, when the first day of the
week begins in the Bible, not Sunday morning or even Sunday night, which would actually begin the second day
of the week in the Bible (i.e. Monday). (The term Sunday is never seen in the Bible.)

Note well that both the KJV and the NKJV fail to correctly translate the Greek word Sabbatismos in Hebrews
4:9, yet every other Bible properly translates it as a Sabbath rest—not just a “rest.” Heb. 4:9: “There remains,
then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God.” The Letter to the Hebrews was written around 67 AD, or more than
35 years «7Tes the Resurrection. Also, there’s isn’t any mentign of Sunday in the Letter to the Hebrews.

Sunday_i$ seen only once in the entire New Testament «7Z¢/ the Gospel Resurrection appearances, in First
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Also, nowhere in the New Testament does anyone write that Sunday replaced the 7th day Sabbath. It’s
not even hinted at. Sunday is a Church tradition that negates God’s Will. Those who keep Sunday are
Christian Pharisees. They are as blind to this Truth of God’s lifestyle for them as their ancient Fathers, the
Pharisees, were to Jesus being the long awaited Messiah of Israel. We find God’s Will in His Word."

Christians should lead a Spirit-led life with Mosaic Law parameters or boundaries. For instance, we know
to keep the Sabbath day holy and not to eat pork, and so if someone says that the Holy Spirit told him that
Christians should keep Sunday because of the Resurrection, we know he’s not hearing from the Lord be-
cause the Law says, the Sabbath. If Sunday had replaced the Sabbath, shouldn’t it be written of some-
where in the New Testament? If Sunday has superseded the Sabbath shouldn’t it at least have as much
honor as the Sabbath? In other words, God blessed the Sabbath and made holy at Creation:

“Thus the Heavens and the Earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on the sev-
enth day God ended His work which He had done, and He ceased from creating on the
seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it, because in it He ceased from all His work which God had created and
made.” (Genesis 2:1-3)

There isn’t anything in the New Testament, and certainly nothing in the Old, that elevates Sunday to a sta-
tus of holiness or blessing. The only thing Sunday Christians have is their opinion: “Jesus rose on Sunday
and so Sunday replaced the 7th day Sabbath,” but that cannot be found in Scripture.

Obedience to God’s Days and God’s Ways (Mosaic Law) meant blessing for Israel. It showed her what
was righteous in God’s eyes, and what was evil. It showed everyone what was sin and what was holy. It
revealed God’s morality; what He thinks is right, and what He thinks is wrong. The Church is blind to a
lot of God’s righteous and holy lifestyle, having thrown the baby out with the bathwater. No one is saved

Corinthians 16:2, and it wasn’t a day for church assembly. Paul wrote that each individual was to set aside some
money in his house on “the first day of the [work] week” (i.e. Sunday), as a love offering (not a tithe), for the
poor Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. He’d collect it when he came to Corinth (cf. 2nd Cor. 9:1f.). This means
that nowhere in the New Testament does anyone speak of Sunday as a day of assembly, replacing the Sabbath.
As for the common misunderstanding, that Sunday is “The Lord’s Day,” please see The Lord’s Day—Sunday?

“So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them
the next Sabbath...On the next Sabbath almostthe whole city came together to hear the Word of God” (Acts
13:42, 44). Acts 13 took place 15-18 years #7Ze¢/ the Resurrection, which was in 30 AD. Note well that if Sun-
day had already become the “new day o weekly worship,” as the Church falsely teaches, saying that Sunday
came into the Body of Christ almost immediatel};jg:/ the Resurrection, Paul should have said, “You don’t
have to wait until next Sabbath! I’m preaching tomofrow, on Sunday, at Demetrius’s house, where we have our
weekly Sunday meetings!,” but Paul didn’t say that because Sunday hadn’t crept into the Church until 120 AD,
in Rome, and that, by Pope Sixtus. Paul, speaking to them the next Sabbath, reveals that all Christians kept the
7th day Sabbath duting the days of the Spirit filled Apostles (30-100 AD). The Book of Acts was written more
than 30 yearid/{zt/‘ the Resurrection, in 64 AD. It, the Word of God, directly and definitively dismantles the
Church’s false teaching that Christians are to keep Sunday, and not the Sabbath. This is just the tip of the Mosaic
Law iceberg. See the two page Handout, The Feasts of Israel and the Church, and its bigger brother, The Feasts
of Israel as Time Markers After the Resurrection, and another two page handout about Mosaic Law as lifestyle
called, Illicit SEX and the Church.

When Sunday first made its appearance among Christians, no Apostle was alive to write anything against this
false and heretical teaching that began in 120 AD, for if they had been alive, no Christian today would be keep-
ing Sunday or eating pig. See the two page handout, A Snapshot of Church History and Mosaic Law, for when
the Pope changed Sabbath to Sunday (120 AD) and why. Compare Exodus 20:8-11; 31:12-18; Mt. 12:8; Mk.
2:27-28; Luke 6:5; Acts 13:42, 44; Hebrews 4:9; 10:24-25 concerning the Sabbath being God’s holy day, not
Sunday, in both the Old and the New Testaments.

See the following articles about Sunday, and who gave it to the Body of Christ: Sabbath Denigration, Sunday—
The Catholic Sabbath, A Snapshot of Church History and Mosaic Law, Apostolic Christianity’s Lifestyle, Chris-
tians! Stop Following The Pope!, and Why Sunday?
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by keeping the Law, but once saved Mosaic Law reveals God’s holy lifestyle and what sin is. Christians
keep what they believe to be the “moral laws,” but they don’t realize that every Word of God is moral.
Morality only means what is right. Is it right to keep the Feasts of Israel and the Mosaic Dietary laws?
According to Jesus it is. Specifically in His rebuke to Satan the Lord said:

“It is written! ‘Man must not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God!” ”” (Matthew 4:4)

Every word! In Matthew 5:17-19 Yeshua states that Mosaic Law is the Way of Life in His Kingdom. Yes,
turning the other cheek to one who hits us is not natural, and not what King David or Joshua would have
done, but they lived in natural Israel or Israel “after the flesh.” The Kingdom of Israel that we inhabit is
not of this world. Yeshua said to Pontus Pilate:

“My Kingdom is not of this world. If My Kingdom were of this world, My servants
would fight so that I should not be delivered to the Jewish authority. but now My King-
dom is not from here.” (John 18:36)

Yeshua’s Kingdom is God’s “love” for others. It’s divine and beyond comprehending. It’s a love that
willingly dies for an enemy, that the enemy might see and feel the Lord’s love for him through that Chris-
tian; know that God is real, turn from his evil ways, be Born from Above and truly know heavenly Life
(cf. Psalm 34:8), and walk out their faith in Yeshua through all the rules of Moses that apply to him. Mo-
saic Law offers Christians The Way to live out their lives, keeping God’s Days and Ways.

The Church says that ‘all was fulfilled’ at the crucifixion, but it confuses fulfilled with Yeshua’s finished
Work of Redemption for Israel (Jn. 19:30; 1st Pet. 1:18; Rev. 5:9). It’s good to know how Yeshua defines
fulfilled. After the crucifixion and His Resurrection, Yeshua said to His Apostles:

“These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must
be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms con-
cerning Me.”” (Luke 24:44)

Israel was promised a Savior, a Messiah who would come and deliver them from a slavery parallel to
Egyptian slavery. When Yeshua cried out, “It is finished!” (John 19:30), He was speaking of the Redemp-
tion of Israel; not the invalidating of Mosaic Law.

Every Christian is a part of Yeshua’s redeemed Israel (cf. Jn. 10:16; Rom. 11:11f,; Eph. 2:11f).

Yeshua also said something immediately after Mt. 5:17-18, which we heard a few minutes ago, that
should be a glaring, bright red flag for every Christian because it concerns the hierarchical structure of
His Kingdom. Just as stars in the universe differ in magnitude and brightness, so everyone in the King-
dom does not have the same Glory. There is a hierarchy in Yeshua’s Kingdom, just as there was a hierar-
chy in the Kingdom of Israel under Moses and David. Two Apostles realized this when they strove to be
the “the greatest”'® in Yeshua’s Kingdom and sit on His left and His right. Yeshua Himself confirmed this
hierarchy in Mt. 5:19. He said that those who break the /east of the Law’s commandments and teach oth-
ers to break it, will be least in His Kingdom. This means most Christians today, and for the past 1900
years, for they’ve not only broken the least, but great commandments like Sabbath and Passover. Yeshua

the Savior, God the Son, the King of Israel, 7he Authority of God’s Word, said,

Matthew 5:17—“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy, but to fulfill.”"’

'8 Matthew 20:23—*“So He said to them” (John and James), ““You will indeed drink My Cup, and be baptized with
the baptism that I am baptized with, but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for
those for whom it is prepared by My Father.””

"7 See 10 Ways Yeshua Fulfilled the Law. None of the 10 ways even hint that Jesus “did away with the Law,” let
alone declared their nullification or invalidity for Christians.
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Matthew 5:18—“For assuredly, I say to you, until the Heavens and the Earth pass away,
not one jot or one tittle will pass from the Law until all is fulfilled.” (Matthew 5:18)

Matthew 5:19— “Whoever, therefore, breaks one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches men to do so, shall be called /east in the Kingdom of Heaven, but whoever
does them and teaches them, he shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Obviously, the least commandments mean a lot our Lord and Savior. Some might say that the Lord was
only speaking “of His time” with the Jews (i.e. before His crucifixion), but the Kingdom of Heaven didn’t
officially begin unt%{f/‘His Resurrection, in Acts Two, when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon all
the Jewish Apostles and then 3,000 Jewish men, not counting the women and children, as was the custom
in biblical times. Yeshua wasn’t speaking of Mosaic Law vanishing before the new Earth and the new
Heavens." Yeshua taught that Mosaic Law wouldn’t vanish until Judgment Day, for on that Day we shall
all be transformed, in the twinkling of an eye, into His very Image, and so Mosaic Law will have served
its purpose for pre-Judgment Day Christians, and now, in His Image, what God spoke through the Prophet
Jeremiah will be fulfilled:

“But this is the Covenant that I will make with the House of Israel after those days, says
Yahveh: I will put My Law in their minds and write it on their hearts, and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people.” (Jeremiah 31:33)

The Hebrew word for “Law” in Jeremiah 31:33 is Torah; Mosaic Law.

Why does God want us to keep all the Law’s commandments, statutes, judgments and ordinances that
pertain to us as our Christians lifestyle? The Jewish Scribe who asked Yeshua a question about the great-
est commandment helps us to see just how special Mosaic Law is to Jesus, God the Son,"” and why God
the Father gave it to Israel, both in the flesh and in the Spirit as their lifestyle.

'®  Some might point to English translations that speak of Yeshua saying that the Kingdom of Heaven is ‘in them,’

but other translations correctly speak of it being ‘among them’ or ‘at hand.” Wherever Yeshua went, the Kingdom
of Heaven went, for Yeshua is literally the Kingdom. Now His expression, that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
or among you, takes on a new perspective. A believer has both Yeshua dwelling in him, and also, he dwells in
Yeshua (he is “in Christ,” cf. Col. 1:15-18). Wherever Christians go they take the King and His Kingdom with
them. No one though, could dwell “in Yeshua” before His Resurrection, and this, no doubt, made John the Bap-
tist less than the least in Messiah’s Kingdom (Mt. 11:11), and why Yeshua speaks of “the Law and the Prophets”
as being “until John” (Lk. 16:16), for as great as John was, as the herald or forerunner of Messiah Yeshua
(Malachi 3:1; Mt. 11:7-11), his greatness pales in significance to Christians who are in Messiah or in Messiah’s
Kingdom. It doesn’t mean though, that the Law or the Prophets were passing away, or that the Law and the
Prophets aren’t for Christians. It means that “now” everyone wanted to be in God’s Kingdom for the Kingdom of
Heaven had come.

See Yeshua—God the Son for why Yeshua is God the Son, and not a created being, and Three Persons—One
God? for the understanding that not only is the Holy Spirit “fully God,” but also the Second Person of the God
Family as the Mother/Wife in the God Family of Father and Son. After all, Yeshua established that He had a Fa-
ther and that He was the Son, which speaks of two of the three persons in a nuclear family. What’s a nuclear
family without its feminine, female person?

“Man” was made in the Image of God (Gen. 1:26), and so when we look at Adam, he had Eve, and they made
Cain, etc. A family, whether human (animal) or divine, must have a feminine aspect to it, because Man was
made in the Image of God, male and female (Gen. 1:27; 5:2), and so unless one thinks that the Holy Spirit “is a
Gentleman” or a Man, or masculine, which would make the God Family very queer, in the perverted sense of the
word, the Holy Spirit must be the “Woman.” (e.g. the Wife of God and the Mother of Yeshua).

Also, if the Holy Spirit was masculine, what would this Holy Spirit Man be to the Son? Jesus’ uncle or Jesus’
brother? Perhaps a distant cousin? : ) No, the God Family is a reflection of the First Family of Adam, Eve and
Cain, and made up of Father, Mother and Son. Quite naturally then, the Holy Spirit, the Mother, is the Second
Person in the God Family, not the Son. What son is ever the second person in a human family? The son comes
after the father and the mother, and so it is with the God Family.

6 of 19


http://seedofabraham.net/Yeshua-God-the-Son.pdf
http://seedofabraham.net/Three-Persons-One-God.pdf
http://seedofabraham.net/Three-Persons-One-God.pdf

The Honest Scribe

The Pharisees originated sometime around 150 BC, shortly after the Maccabean Revolt (165-162 BC),
and are generally considered to be the spiritual descendants of the Hasideans™ (plural in Hebrew, Ha-
sidim; singular, Hasid; one who walks in God’s faithful, forgiving, loving kindness though Mosaic Law).
At first it truly was an honor to be a Hasid and then a Pharisee; a “separated one” or one who was “set
apart unto God” in the sense of keeping His Torah (teaching/instruction) with all his heart. He was also a
godly example to his fellow Jews, but after two or three generations the “faithful Pharisee” became a
Pharisaic fossil, as is the case with all divine movements of God (Jewish or Christian; just look at the
dead Pentecostal Church). By the time of Yeshua, many of the Pharisees were hypocrites. Some excep-
tions to those fossils were Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea (John 3:1-9; 19:39; Mark 15:43; John
19:38 respectively), and also, all the Pharisees who came to give their lives to Yeshu%l:/’ His Res-
urrection (Acts 15:5), as well as this honest Scribe.

In the Temple in Jerusalem, Yeshua is approached by many wicked Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees,
who want to trip Him up so they can say that He’s not the Messiah. The former two by asking the famous
question about paying taxes to Caesar or not (Mt. 22:17f.), and the latter, about who the woman, who was
married to seven men, who had all died. Which of the men, the Sadducees asked, would be her husband in
Heaven? (Mt. 22:25f.) As the dust clears, a Scribe, who had heard Yeshua’s answer to both groups, comes
to Yeshua and asks him a legitimate question. He may have had an idea about it (Mark 12:33-34), but
asked his question to gauge just who this man was who so adeptly and easily dismantled both groups’
“gotcha!” questions, with Scripture, revealing how ignorant of God and His Word they were. The Scribe
asks Yeshua what the greatest commandment was.

Yeshua’s answer to him not only completely satisfies the Scribe, but it also totally destroys the Church’s
anti-Law theology on Christian lifestyle, revealing that Christian scholars and pastors don’t just take “a
back seat” to their Pharisaic Fathers, but are in the “front seat” with them, in just how poorly they under-
stand God’s Word in this area of Christian lifestyle. Yeshua reveals that all the laws of Moses are God’s
very definition of the First (Great) and Second (Great) Commandments of Love. This is the Lord
Yeshua’s definition of love.

Yeshua quotes from the Law’s commandments of Dt. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18c, which interestingly enough,
aren’t found in the Ten Commandments.”' Some Christians say they only have to keep the Ten (arbitrarily
replacing the Fourth Commandment, to keep the 7th day Sabbath holy, with Sunday, having no biblical
justification for that), and say that the Ten are a summary of Mosaic Law, and so all they have to keep is
the Ten. The Pharisees would be very proud of them!

According to those Christians, the Ten summarized all Mosaic Law, and there wasn’t any need for (the
rest of) Mosaic Law. Obviously, God didn’t think that way. The Ten aren’t a summary of Mosaic Law,
but very special commandments, not just because they were written on stone by God’s Finger, but be-
cause all Israel heard God speak them (Ex. 20:1f.; Dt. 5:22-33). They form a kind of superstructure for all
Mosaic Law, for stone is symbolic of eternity, and so are all the words of God.” Yeshua reveals though,
that all the commandments and rules of Moses will be here until there aren’t any more Heavens nor Earth.

2 See When Did the Pharisees Originate?

2! Many Christians believe that they don’t have to keep the Ten, but for those Christians who do, they would say

that Mosaic Law is summarized by the Ten, and so they don’t have to keep the Law, yet nowhere does God or
anyone else in Scripture say or even imply the latter. The Ten don’t begin to exhaust God’s understanding of
how He wants Israel to live, as Yeshua teaches.

** Isaiah 40:8—*The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God stands forever.” Matthew 4:4 (cf. Dt.
8:3)—Yeshua said to Satan, “It is written! “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God!””
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That’s about as close to eternity as one can get “this side of Judgement Day.”

Yeshua explains why all Moses’ commandments and rules are so important (and “eternal”), going beyond
what the Scribe asked for. In answering the Scribe’s question, Yeshua says that the reason for all the rules
is because they are God s explanation of how to love Him and others. Yeshua said,

““You must love Yahveh your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your strength.”” This is the First and the Great commandment, and the Second is like it:
“You must love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets.” (Mt. 22:37-40)

The Law, as understood by Yeshua, not the Rabbis,”* and certainly not the Church, is the Father s defini-
tion of HOW to love Him and HOW to love our neighbor as ourself. Mosaic Law, as interpreted by
Yeshua (e.g. Matthew 5-8, etc.), is literally God’s divine Handbook for how to live out one’s life of faith
in Messiah. Yeshua declared that the keeping of the Mosaic commandments, ordinances, judgments and
statutes is loving God and neighbor the Way that the Father wants us to love Him and our neighbor.
Therefore, the Law, then, all the laws, are God’s understanding of morality (simply, what is right and
what is wrong), and of course, instruction to every Christian about how to walk out the Two Great Com-
mandments of Love. That’s why all the rules are so important to God, and for Christians to know, and to
observe the ones that apply to them, and to teach them to their children.”

Christian scholar Robert Mounce, although no keeper of Mosaic Law, nevertheless speaks of all the com-
mandments and judgments, etc., of the Law as the basis for observing the Two Great Commandments. He
supports his understanding by citing, A Greek—English Lexicon of the New Testament (aka BDAG from its
authors’ names), the most authoritative Greek lexicon (ancient biblical language dictionary) in existence.
He rightly defines the Greek word “to hang” (Mt. 22:40) as being like a door that hangs on hinges be-
cause that’s what the Greek word means:

“(Gr. kremannymi, “To hang...As a door hangs on its hinges, so the whole Old Testament
hangs on these two commandments,” BDAG, p. 450). All the other precepts and instruc-
tions in the Old Testament are ways in which these two” great commandments “find ex-
pression.””

23

Although the Hebrew text in Dt. 6:5 has heart, soul and strength, the LXX has yoyr (su ’kay) or “mind” in place
of soul, and most English translations have, “heart, soul and mind.” Also, I imagine that Yeshua would have
used “Yahveh” and not “the Lorp,” as that is God’s personal Name and what the commandment in Deuteronomy
and Leviticus have, ending loving one’s neighbor with the divine declaration, “I am Yahveh!” Thus sealing the
Authority who is telling Israel to love their neighbor as themself.

*  The Rabbis are the spiritual descendants of the Pharisees and Scribes. Yeshua warned us about their teachings in

Mt. 16:6, 11-12: “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” Their leaven means their perverse
teachings (see also Mt. 15:1-14; 23:1-36; Mk. 7:5-13; Gal. 5:7-9). The Sadducees, even though they didn’t walk
in the Tradition of the Elders (i.e. Talmud), also failed to correctly interpret some of the Word of God, as is seen
by their preposterous position on the Resurrection of the dead, and Yeshua’s incredible answer to them (Mt.
22:25f.; Mk. 12:20f,; Lk. 20:29f.). They didn’t believe in the Resurrection because didn’t see it in Torah, and
they only believed that Torah was authoritative; not the Prophets nor the Writings (e.g. the Psalms), and so
Yeshua intentionally “spoke to them” out of Torah, with the passage of the Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1f.). The
hearts of many Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees (i.e. priests) were far from God, although many priests would
come to give their lives to Yeshua after the Resurrection (Acts 6:7), most likely from hearing about the tearing of
the massive Veil, from top to bottom, that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, at the death of
Yeshua (Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45).

“The secret things” (Mysteries) “belong to Yahveh our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us
and to our sons forever, that we may do all the words of this Law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29)

25

* Robert H. Mounce, author; W. Ward Gasque, New Testament editor, New International Biblical Commentary:

Matthew (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1995), pp. 210-211. BDAG is the authoritative lexicon by
Walter Bauer, augmented by William F. Arndt, F. W. Gingrich and Frederick Danker, 4 Greek—English Lexicon

8 of 19



Excellent! According to BDAG, and Mounce, who uses their definition, Yeshua says that a// the laws and
rules of Moses serve as God’s definition of the Two Great Commandments. In other words, Mosaic Law
is the heavenly “door” that “hangs from” God’s two hinges; the Two Love Commandments. Further,
Yeshua is teaching that the reason for all the commandments is to explain zow to love God and Man. It’s
a shame that Mounce didn’t live out his faith by what he knew to be true.

Mounce and BDAG are not alone in this understanding. Alfred Edersheim (1825-1889), was a Jewish-
Christian scholar coming from the Hebrew word that Yeshua would have used, explains it in the same
way. He wrote the Christian classic, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, and was the foremost au-
thority in his day on Talmud and the Jewish Sages in relation to Messiah Yeshua. Edersheim states that
the Jewish people who heard Yeshua say this, knew “what it meant, that the Law and the Prophets hung
on” the Two Great Commandments because it,

“was a Jewish expression (11?0 talvin;” to hang). “He taught them, not that any one com-
mandment was greater or smaller, heavier or lighter than another—might be set aside or
neglected, but that all sprang from these two as their root and principle, and stood in
living connection with them.””’

Both the Greek and Hebrew words mean the same thing: Mosaic Law has its reason for being in explain-
ing the Two Commandments, and Torah is Gods Way of teaching Christians how to live out the Two
Commandments of Love.” The Church has greatly erred in teaching that Mosaic Law isn’t valid for
Christian lifestyle because of their anti-Mosaic Law paradigm (that “Jesus did away with the Law”).
Therefore, they portray Mosaic Law as being against God’s grace and salvation, but Mosaic Law, accord-
ing to Jesus, is God’s very definition of how to love and Man.

Christian scholars and pastors see this understanding, but reject it, even though Yeshua walked in it all
His life, and also, when Paul tells the Gentile Corinthians to imitate him as He imitates the Lord, it’s easy
to see that Paul was walking in Mosaic Law.” Of course, in rejecting the Law as Christian lifestyle, schol-
ars and pastors need a theological reason for not accepting it. In doing so, they pervert the plain meaning

of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (London: The University of Chicago Press, 1979). In
my copy of BDAG it says this for the Greek verb kpepovvop (krayman ' numi): “all the law and the prophets
hang (depend) on these two commandments, Mt 22:40 (as a door hangs on its hinges, so the whole OT hangs on
these two comm,” p. 566).

(The difference between Mounce’s page numbers for BDAG [pp. 210-211] and mine [p. 566] reflect two differ-
ent editions of BDAG.)

77 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus The Messiah (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Pub., 2000), p. 753.

* Not all the laws in the Law apply to us. For instance, the Law speaks of the Aaronic High Priest and his func-

tions and what he could do (e.g. be married), and what he couldn’t do (e.g. marry a woman who was divorced),
and also the animal sacrifices he made, etc. All those laws don’t apply to Christians today because no Christian
is the high priest, and they also didn’t apply to 99.99% of ancient Israel in the days of Moses, David or Yeshua,
but the laws that apply to us we should do, just as ancient Israel did, and as Yeshua and all His Apostles did.
Things that we can’t do (e.g. national things like allotment of land in Canaan and cities of refuge for unintentio-
nal murder; Dt. 19, etc.), don’t apply to Gentile Christians because they aren’t of the Kingdom of Israel “after the
flesh,” but of the Kingdom of Israel “after the Spirit” (1st Cor. 10:18; Gal. 6:16, by inference).

On the other hand, there are those who quote Paul as saying, “For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this: “You must love your neighbor as yourself”” (Galatians 5:14; cf. Romans 13:8, 10). Summarizing the Law is
an ancient pastime of the Jewish Sages, and Paul is no exception. See The Lifting of the Veil—Acts 15:20-21,
pp. 176-177 for five Prophets and a Rabbi who summarized the Law, but none them, including Paul, thought
they were invalidating Mosaic Law by their summary.

¥ “Therefore, I urge you, imitate me. For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful

son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church...Imitate me,
just as I also imitate Christ.” (1st Corinthians 4:16-17; 11:1) “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever.” (Hebrews 13:8) This means that Jesus hasn’t changed, and so He is still Lord of the Sabbath (Mk. 2:28).
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of Yeshua’s words in Matthew 22:40.

Objections To Hang

In The Expositor s Bible Commentary, Donald Carson, sees the plain meaning of the Lord’s word, but un-
like Mounce, BDAG and Edersheim,” disregards its proper interpretation by presenting a foolish question
about the Prophets. Carson asks,

“in what sense do the Law and the Prophets “hang” on these two commandments? It is
unlikely that the verb implies “derivation”—that the Law and the Prophets can be de-
duced from these two commandments...Jesus has expanded the initial category (“the
greatest commandment in the Law,” v. 36) to include all Scripture (““all the Law and the
Prophets™”). So even if “all the Law” could be derived from these two commandments,
how could the same be said of “all the Prophets?”*'

Carson states it’s “unlikely” that the Law is derived from, or comes from an explanation of the Two Com-
mandments of love because he doesn’t see how the Prophets can be derived from the Two Command-
ments. The answer to his question is very simple, and reveals Carson’s ignorance of both the Prophets and
the Law. Everything the Prophets spoke to Israel, in calling her back to her God, in demanding the keep-
ing of the Sabbath, etc., is found in Mosaic Law. In other words, the Prophets don’t make up anything
new to say to Israel. For example, the Prophets rebuke Israel for worshipping other gods (Jer. 32:11, 28;
cf. Ex. 20:1-3), and Israel is told not to oppress the stranger among them (Jer. 7:1-7; cf. Ex. 22:21), and
also, to keep the Sabbath day holy (Isaiah 56:2; Jer. 17:21-22, 24, 27; cf. Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17), three
major themes of the Prophets, all of which are found in Mosaic Law.

Carson is wrong about all the laws of Moses not being derived from the Two Commandments of Love.
According to Yeshua they all have their existence or “reason for being” from explaining how to love God
and Man. “Questioning” how “all the Prophets” could be included in Yeshua’s answer is a superficial de-
flection from that the Lord meant. Any serious student of Scripture knows that the Prophets only echo
Moses.

Many pastors and Christians though, accept Carson’s shallow objection because they, like Carson, believe
that Mosaic Law was nullified at the Cross, and so “sweeping it under the rug” is an easy chore for them.
Because of their uncritical acceptance of the Snake’s Lie (cf. Gen. 3:1-5; Daniel 7:25), their normal rea-
soning function is thwarted. After all, if Jesus is our Example in al/l matters of faith and practice,
shouldn’t what was sin for Him be sin for us too? (cf. 1st Cor. 4:16-17; 11:1; Col. 1:15-18; 1st John 2:6;
Rev. 14:12). Shouldn’t His lifestyle of Sabbath and Feasts of Israel, and “no pig” be a Christian’s also?

% Even though these three authorities understand that “all the Law hangs from the Two Commandments,” they

don’t realize that it means that Christians should walk in Mosaic Law as their lifestyle.

' Donald A. Carson, Author; Frank E. Gaebelein, General Editor; J. D. Douglas, associate ed., The Expositor’s

Bible Commentary, vol. 8; Matthew (Grand Rapids, MI, USA: Zondervan, 1984; Accordance Bible Software),
paragraph 46,268. The Internet says that, “Carson’s tendency is to strive for balance and amicability in disputes,
but is uncompromising on the essentials of the faith.” He’s a typical, Pharisaic Christian theologian, who is blind
to Mosaic Law as God’s lifestyle for Christians, even when it’s staring him in the face.
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But I’'m Not A Jew!

Another approach to disregarding the plain meaning of Yeshua’s words is to take the “I’m not a Jew” po-
sition. Gentile Christians think that because they’re not Jewish, Mosaic Law doesn’t apply to them, and so
it’s impossible for them to understand Yeshua’s connection of “love” with the Law, especially since
they’ve been taught that the Law is bondage. These people fail to realize that being a Gentile Christian
means they are part of the Israel of God, whether they’re Jewish or not (John 10:16; Rom. 11:11f,; Gal.
6:16; Eph. 2:11f.). This means that Israel’s God-given holy Standard, Mosaic Law, applies to Gentile
Christians too, only made a hundred times “harder to keep” by Yeshua because He made hate equal to
breaking the commandment to murder, etc. It’s easy to stay away from pig; try staying away from lust.

Another plea against keeping Mosaic Law is that “no one can keep it!” Yet, again, they don’t realize that
“Yeshua’s Law” is much harder to keep than Mosaic Law. They also don’t seem to realize that even
though no Hebrew kept Mosaic Law perfectly, or was without sin, God gave Israel animal sacrifice so
that their sins could be forgiven (cf. Lev. 4-6). The Father sacrificed His Son so that all Christian sin
could be forgiven. Therefore, “sinning” or “not being perfect,” is not a defense against walking out one’s
faith in Christ through all the laws of Moses that pertain to them.

The Gentile Christian has not replaced Israel, but has become part of the heavenly Commonwealth of Is-
rael,”” and so all the rules of Moses that Peter and Paul walked in, they should walk in, except for physi-
cal, covenantal (biblical) circumcision® (vs. say, hospital circumcision of a new born Gentile male baby).
It’s silly to think that the “Church” has replaced Israel, especially as the Greek word for church (eklaysia)
was first used of Israel in the Wilderness at Mt. Sinai.** In other words, Israel under Moses was the first to

2 See Ephesians 2:15 and Mosaic Law and the vast theological difference in how English Bibles translate this

verse to mean either that one set of Moses’ laws that separated the Jew from the Gentile, or all Mosaic Law.

3  See Gentile Circumcision? The Gentile Christian must not be physically, covenantally circumcised, nor his sons,

but the Jewish Christian and his baby boys must be because the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was biblical
circumcision (Gen. 17:1f.), and the Jew is still part of the Abrahamic Covenant. The sign of the New Covenant
though, is the circumcision made without hands (Col. 2:11; cf. 1st Cor. 7:17-20; i.e. being Born from Above;
John 3:1-5f.; cf. Dt. 10:16; 30:6).

The Greek exkAnoia (eklaysia), translated into English in the New Testament as “church,” literally means “an
assembly,” but its basic meaning speaks of those “called out.” Originally it pictured the Greek “town meetings”
of free men called out of the general populace to vote on civic matters. The spiritual aspect relates to Christians
being “called out of Darkness into His marvelous Light” (1st Pet. 2:9), and that was the reason why Paul chose
to use this word instead of the newer Greek word, synagogue. (Can you imagine if churches were called syna-
gogues today?) Christians are the “Called Out Ones,” which is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew, “Chosen
People.” Where it says, “to the church at Corinth,” it could very well read, “to the assembly (or congregation) at
Corinth” or “to the called out ones of Corinth.”

34

Paul’s use of eklaysia in no way opposes Israel. The word was first used of Israel about 280 BC, in the making
of the official Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, the Septuagint. It speaks of “the Church of Israel” in the
Wilderness (at Mt. Sinai), as F.F. Bruce was fond of saying. It’s found in the Greek Septuagint at Dt. 4:10; 9:10;
18:16; and also in the ASV and the KJV for Acts 7:38 where Stephen speaks of Israel as the “Church in the
Wilderness™). What God began with Israel at Mt. Sinai...was continuing and being transformed in Yeshua.

The Church (Assembly of those called out) didn’t begin in Acts 2 on Pentecost, which is the Mosaic holy day of
Shavu’ot; Lev. 23:15-21; known as the Feast of Weeks in the Old Testament (Ex. 34:22; Num. 28:26; Pentecost
Acts Two). Jews were filled with the promised Holy Spirit (Ezk. 36:27) on that Hebrew holy day (see Acts
2:46-47; 5:11-12, 42 where “the Church” met in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem). Paul’s “churches” were
“house assemblies” (1st Cor. 16:19; Phlm. 1:2; see also Rom. 16:5, 10-11, 14-15, 23), which Jews would call
“house synagogues.” This adds to the understanding of what Yakov (James/Jacob) said in Acts 15:21, about
Moses “being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

In A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (p. 303), it says that the “term gkkAnota. . .became popular
among Christians in Greek-speaking areas...chiefly fo affirm continuity with Israel through use of a term found
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be known as “the Church,” beginning at Mt. Sinai.

Christianity teaches that Sunday, Easter, Christmas and the eating of unclean animals has replaced Mosaic
Law because of the sacrificial death of the Jewish Messiah (cf. Col. 2:8), but how can this be when Easter
and Christmas arent even mentioned in the New Testament? Sunday, after the Gospels,” is only seen
once, and that, “in passing” (1st Cor. 16:2).*° Sola Scriptura is Latin and was a favorite phrase of the
Protestant Reformers against the heretical, corrupt, murderous, anti-scriptural, and anti-God Roman
Catholic Church. Sola Scriptura means that Scripture is our highest and final authority in all matters of
faith and practice, and Yeshua’s words in the New Testament are the pinnacle of that scriptural authority.
This, the Bible as The Authority in matters of faith and practice, is repugnant to Rome, whose belief sys-
tem and institutional structure is built on paganism and “works righteousness.” Catholicism claims that
the Pope, the Roman Councils and/or the Church Fathers are able to override the words of Jesus and
Scripture. This parallels the Pharisees and Rabbis who say the same thing: their councils can, and do,
override Scripture. Rome is the first one to tell us that they changed Sabbath to Sunday, and that they
don’t have any Scripture to support it. Christians who keep Illicit SEX (an acronym for Sunday, Easter

in Greek translations (i.e. the Greek Septuagint) of the Hebrew Scriptures.” Also, it doesn’t seem that Paul began
the congregations in Rome (1:13, 15), Ephesus (1:15; 3:1-4) or Colosse (1:3-4, 9), even though house churches
are mentioned in two of those Letters (Rom. 16:5; Col. 4:15). The assemblies in Rome were most likely begun
by Jews from Rome who had been in Jerusalem for that monumental Shavu ot when God poured out His Spirit
upon Israel (Acts 2:1-10f.). They came to believe in Yeshua and returned to Rome and spread the Good News.

* The reason I write of Sunday after the Gospels is because all the Gospels speak of Yeshua being resurrected on

Sunday, or the first day of the week as the New Testament designates Sunday, and so there’s a lot of “Sundays”
in the Gospels, but no Gospel writer speaks of Sunday becoming the new day of weekly assembly or worship be-
cause of the Resurrection. What makes this disastrous for “Sunday Christians” is that the Gospels were written
14,32, 34 and 65 yealiif%g/‘the Resurrection (Matthew, Lukg;,"Mark and John, respectively). In other words, if
Sunday had become the/new day of worship, immediately #7¢¢/ the Resurrection, as the Church teaches, each
Gospel Resurrection account would declare Sunday the new day of worship. Because nothing of the such is in
the Gospels (or anywhere else in the NT) no competent theologian uses the Sunday Resurrection to support
weekly Sunday meetings over the Sabbath. Also, the Book of Acts, written in 64 AD, never speaks of Sunday as
the /hew day,” and Acts is the only divinely inspired, authoritative history of the early Church, written 34 years
%;‘the Resurrection. See The Feasts of [srael and the Church.

*_*Sunday” or rather, the first day of the week, is seen in Ist Cor. 16:2, but it’s not a day of Christian assembly,
nor a time when tithes and offerings were taken up “in church,” as the Church falsely teaches. Paul wanted the
Corinthians, as he did other churches (2nd Cor. 8:1-9:8f.) to have their special love gifts for the poor Jewish-
Christians in Jerusalem, ready for him when he came to Corinth, and so he advised them to set aside something,
in their homes, every Sunday, the first day of the work week (they were paid every day; cf. Mt. 20:1-15), so that
when he came they could bring it to the assembly (on the Sabbath), and give it to him. In that way they would
not be embarrassed for saying that they had wanted to give, but had failed to do so. 1st Corinthians 16:1-3 says,
“With regard to the collection for the saints, please follow the directions that I gave to the churches of Galatia:
On the first day of the week, each of you should set aside some income and save it to the extent that God has
blessed you, so that a collection will not have to be made when I come. Then, when I arrive, I will send those
whom you approve, with letters of explanation, fo carry your gift to Jerusalem.”

The only other place, in all the New Testament, where the first day of the week is mentioned, outside the
Gospels, is Acts 20:7-9, which says, “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. There
were many /amps in the upper room where they were gathered together. And in a window sat a certain young
man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep, and as Paul continued
speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead.”

Not one Christian theologian thinks that this was a typical Sunday 11 AM church service because Pau is said to
preach to midnight, and then until dawn (Acts 20:11-13). Luke mentions “many lamps,” which obviously were
lit for this service at “night,” and it was at midnight when Eutychus fell asleep and Paul raised him from the dead
(v. 12). Theologians are divided on whether the service began on Saturday night or Sunday night, but anyone
who knows Judaism realizes that religious Jews and Jewish-Christians met on early Saturday evening to thank
God for the Sabbath and to usher in the new day (the first day of the week). The Sabbath ends at darkness and the
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and Xmas, and the eating of unclean animals and anti-Semitism)’’ are not following Jesus, but the Pope.

The first Gentiles to become Christians, about ten years «7Z¢/ the Resurrection, were part of the Jewish
believing congregation at Antioch where they learned théir “‘faith walk” (how to walk out their faith in
Yeshua) from the Jewish Christians. Church history reveals that these Gentile Christians kept the 7th day
Sabbath and Passover, etc., all their lives.”® The Gentiles certainly didn’t say they were going to meet on
Sunday instead of the Sabbath, or keep the ancient Assyrian pagan feast to Ishtar (known in English as
Easter), the Queen of Heaven, instead of Passover. The Gentiles were learning their faith walk from the
Jewish Christians—who Israel was, her God, her family values (Torah) and her Messiah.

When the average Gentile first came to belief in Yeshua he wouldn’t have known the difference between
Adam and Eve, let alone what this new God required of him. He would learn all that from the Scriptures,
which in Paul’s day was the Old Testament. Antioch had none of Paul’s Letters, which were written until
more than a decade after these Gentiles became Christians. If any of Paul’s congregations had one or two
of his Letters, that was a lot. Many congregations didn’t have a single Letter of Paul’s. Every week,
though, all the congregations would read from the Old Testament and talk about Yeshua.

Paul writes to his spiritual son Timothy and reminds him of the faith he grew up in, with his mother Eu-
nice and his grandmother Lois (2nd Tim. 1:5), and how “the Holy Scriptures” (Paul’s words for the Old
Testament) were inspired by God and able to make Timothy wise for salvation through his faith in Yeshua
and fully equipped for every good work.”

“Good work/s” is a Jewish phrase that means the actual doing of the laws and ordinances, etc., of Torah.
Paul calls it the “works of the Law.”* Yeshua literally uses it in speaking of what the Jewish woman did
to Him, in pouring spikenard over His head, in preparing Him for His burial:

“But when Yeshua was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman?
For she has done a good work for Me.” (Matthew 26:10; cf. vv. 6-13)"

The Apostle Paul speaks to Timothy of the value of Mosaic Law for living his life in Messiah. In this next
passage the Apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13) is very keen on the “works of the Law” because it’s not
being pit against faith in Yeshua, but on the contrary, once saved, every Christian should do these good
work of the Law, for that is what God made Christians for:

“But you have carefully followed my feaching, manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffer-
ing, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at
Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured! And out of them all the Lord delivered
me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Messiah Yeshua will suffer persecution, but
evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived, but
you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing
from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith, which is in

new day begins at that time. So this “Sunday” is not a Sunday at all, but a Saturday night service that spilled over
into midnight and then unto Sunday dawn. The only reason that Luke writes of it is to parallel Paul’s ability to
raise the dead with Peter’s (Acts 9:36f.). There is nothing in the entire New Testament that declares that Sunday
is the new day of assembly. Christians who keep Sunday are following the Pope, not Jesus. It was in 120 AD that
Pope Sixtus changed Sabbath to Sunday and Passover to Easter, etc.

37 See Illicit SEX and the Church.

38

See A Snapshot of Church History and Mosaic Law and Apostolic Christianity’s Lifestyle.

¥ “Good work/s” is a Jewish phrase for the doing of the commandments and ordinances, etc., of Mosaic Law.

40 Romans 9:32; Galatians 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10.

*' Even though this specific good work isn’t written of in Torah, it stems from loving your neighbor as yourself,

and is seen as a good work (of Torah) by all the Rabbis, and rightfully so.
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Messiah Yeshua. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be fully equipped for every good work.” (2nd Tim. 3:10-17; cf. 2nd Pet. 3:14-18)

Paul speaks of the Old Testament Scriptures as Holy Scripture, which are able to make one “wise unto
salvation through faith, which is in Messiah Yeshua.” This is because Mosaic Law is truly the wisdom of
God, and as we learn it and walk in it we become “wise for salvation through faith.” It helps us to more
fully understand who our Father is, how He sees reality (morality; holiness and sin), how He wants us to
live out our faith in His Son, and how to He wants us to love Him (Deut. 4:5-8; Rom. 7:12, 14; 1st Cor.
7:17-20).

Paul writes that one cannot be fully prepared for “every good work” unless he knows and walks in Mosa-
ic Law, being empowered by the Spirit of Grace, for all Scripture is profitable for teaching, reproof,
correction and instruction in how to walk in God's righteousness (His right ways). Sunday, Easter and
Christmas, and the eating of unclean meats, are not God’s Ways or His righteousness. If they were they
He would have commanded them for Christians somewhere in the New Testament—Sola Scriptura!
Also, Illicit SEX is not just some meaningless appendage the Church picked up along the way, but teach-
ings that go directly against God’s Word, and therefore, nullifying His will for Christian lifestyle and sub-
stituting Satan’s days and ways. There is absolutely nothing holy or godly in doing Illicit SEX—it’s sin
whether a Christian realizes it or not.

Adding to the absurdity of Illicit SEX is Acts 15, which took place 18 years #7Z¢/ the Resurrection. Ja-
cob (the Hebrew name for James, the half brother of Messiah Yeshua) speaks of the Gentile Christians
learning about Moses in the synagogues every Sabbath:

“And after they had become silent, Jacob answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to
me! Shimon (Simon Peter) has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles fo take
out of them a people for His name and with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it
is written: “After this I will return and I will rebuild the Tabernacle of David, which has
fallen down. I will rebuild its ruins and I will set it up so that the rest of mankind may
seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who are called by My name,” says the Lord who does
all these things”...For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach
him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” (Acts 15:13-17, 21)

The Gentiles weren’t learning the biography of Moses in the synagogues every Sabbath; Jewish-Christian
synagogues like the one in Antioch (Acts 11:26) and also traditional non-Jesus believing synagogues.
They were learning Mosaic Law so that they could walk out their faith in the Jewish Messiah His Way.
James said that God was calling the Gentiles to be part of the Tabernacle of David, a term for David’s
Kingdom, that God was now raising up through David’s Son, Yeshua.” Those Gentiles were to be part of
God’s people Israel, not a new entity called “the Church” apart from Israel, and certainly not against the
Jews (anti-Semitism)* who didn’t believe in Yeshua, and also, not starting a new way to worship the God
of Israel through Illicit SEX.

The Gentiles were to learn of Moses (i.e. Mosaic Law) every Sabbath, not Sunday. The Book of Acts is
the only divinely inspired, authoritative early history of the Church (30-64 AD). Weekly “Sunday keep-
ing” is nowhere to be found in Acts, and also, it’s not anywhere in the entire New Testament. What is
found in Acts is the 7th day Sabbath and the Feasts of Israel.** This means that Sunday, in the time of the
Apostles, was never the day of weekly assembly for Christians.* 1t was always God’s 7th day Sabbath.

2 For how Yeshua, born without an earthly father, can be “from the flesh” of King David, see The Davidic Lin-

eage of Messiah Yeshua.

®It’s “more than telling” that the hatred of Jews (anti-Semitism) was completely unknown in countries that didn’t

have any Catholic or Protestant churches during the 14th-19th centuries (e.g. India and China). “The Church” is
the creator and bastion of anti-Semitism.
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In this vital and biblical area of Christian lifestyle, Christians are “more” closed to God’s Word than the
Pharisees were to God’s Word, Jesus. The Pharisees didn’t have either the Holy Spirit dwelling within
them nor the New Testament to read, and so, yes, Christians today are “blinder” to God’s biblical lifestyle
than their ancestral Fathers, the Pharisees, were to Jesus! Both allow their traditions to be taught as the
commandments of God, while nullifying God’s commandments.

Mosaic Law was what judged Messiah Yeshua sinless. Mosaic Law reveals both what sin is, and also,
what love is, for Christians. Yeshua kept all Mosaic Law that applied to Him; not just the Ten Command-
ments. The Ten are great and very special, as they were written on stone, and that, by God’s finger (Ex.
31:18; Dt. 9:10), but they symbolize all of God's words, laws and statutes, etc. Mosaic Law is God’s holy
Standard. If Yeshua broke just one ordinance or one judgement that applied to Him; if He ate just a tiny
piece of bacon, or even if He “just” taught Jews that they could eat ham,* He would have sinned, been a
sinner like Adam, and His sacrifice would have been worthless.

It’s Not What Goes Into Your Mouth

The interpretation that the Church gives to Yeshua’s words in Mark 7:15, that “It’s not what goes into a
man that defiles him, but what comes out of him,” is wrong. The context has the Pharisees coming to
Yeshua about His disciples not washing their hands according to the Tradition of the Elders; not that Je-
sus was teaching that it was alright to eat pig, shrimp or crocodiles, etc.

Yeshua uses the scenario to speak of the “inner” uncleanness of the Pharisees. If He were teaching “a new
way,” a way that thwarted and came against the Mosaic Dietary laws, He not only would have been a
sinner, breaking Mosaic Law, even if He never ate unclean animals, Peter wouldn’t have said what he did
many years later in Acts 10. It’s far worse if Yeshua had taught others to break the Law, but for Him not
to break it, then for Him to have “just” sinned by eating bacon, as He would have led many astray. Also,
if anyone there, including the Apostles, thought for one minute that Yeshua was advocating the eating of
unclean animals, Peter and John would have led the other Apostles in stoning Yeshua (cf. Acts 10:1f,,
where Peter, in relation to the Vision of unclean animals, etc., says that he’s never eaten anything un-
clean. In other words, if Jesus had taught that one could eat unclean animals in Mark 7, Peter would have
been the first to have eaten a BLT on toast with plenty of mayo).

With Torah being the “backdrop” that determined whether or not Yeshua sinned, Scripture declares that
He never sinned,”” which is accepted by all churches, and so the interpretation the Church gives His
words, that “it’s not what goes into a man that defiles him, but what comes out,” is heretical. Yeshua was
born “under the Law” (Gal. 4:4) and so if He broke it, either directly by eating bacon Himself, or indirect-
ly by teaching others to do so, He would have been a sinner.

Yeshua never broke Mosaic Law and He certainly never taught others to break it, and so the Church’s
translation and interpretation of Mark 7:19, that Jesus did away with the Mosaic Dietary laws, is truly

4 See The Feasts of Israel and the Church.

* Sunday, although seemingly mentioned twice in the New Testament «#7Z¢/ the Resurrection, once allegedly in
Acts and once in First Corinthians, wasn’t the “new” day of weekly assémbly in the days of the Apostles. See the
section, The Feasts of Israel After the Resurrection, page 42f., in Grace, Holiness and the Pharisaic Church

% Many Christians like to point to the Gospel of Mark, where it says, in too many English Bibles, ““For it doesn’t

go into his heart, but into his stomach, and then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods
“clean.”)” (NET, Mark 7:19, cf. ESV, NIV, etc.). See Law 102, pp. 4-7: The section, Jesus and the Pig, for why
“clean” is not the right translation of the Greek word. The KJV correctly has, “Because it entereth not into his
heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats?” (KJV Mark 7:19) Jesus never taught
anyone to break Mosaic Law, or in this case, that it was alright to eat bacon or any other unclean meat.

47 John 8:46; 2nd Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1st Peter 2:22; 1st John 3:5.
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heretical. That Yeshua didn’t say that, and that the confrontation was only about the Apostles washing
their hands in the traditional Pharisaic manner, and not the overturning of the Mosaic Dietary laws, is
pointedly brought out by Yeshua in Matthew’s identical telling of the story (cf. Matthew 15:1-2f.; Mark
7:1-3f.). Matthew records Yeshua saying:

“For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile a man.” (Matthew 15:19-20)*

How can scholars and pastors, who are supposed to know and teach the New Testament, completely gloss
over Matthew and present their interpretation of Mk. 7:19 “as Gospel”? Where is academic and pastoral
integrity? Also, if Christians are to imitate Christ (cf. 1st Cor. 4:16-17; 11:1), how can a Christian think
it’s alright to eat bacon, shrimp and ham? Christians certainly aren’t following Jesus in that.*

But Jesus Fulfilled the Law!

Many think that because Jesus “fulfilled the Law,” that they can eat pork chops and keep whatever day
holy they like, etc. Yeshua never robbed a bank or murdered anyone. Does that mean that Christians can
rob banks and murder people because Jesus “fulfilled” the laws not to steal and murder? Jesus fulfilling
the Law doesn’t mean Christians can eat unclean animals, birds or fish.*® Their definition of fulfill is not
the Lord’s definition.

Roman Catholic teaching on Mosaic Law permeates Christianity like green on grass, and says that Mosaic
Law was nullified for Christians at Yeshua’s death (“It is fulfilled,” “finished” or “accomplished,” John
19:30). Some say the only laws they have to keep are the Two Great Commandments of Love, while oth-
ers speak of the Ten, but both these views are heretical. The Lord Yeshua Himself said that Mosaic Law
is God s very definition of how to love God and our neighbor as ourself, as we saw in the first part of this
article. The Law defines and explains the Two Great Commandments. Why would such a divine docu-
ment, God’s very words to Israel as to how they were to live out their “saved lives” from Egypt, God’s
righteous and holy Law, as Paul states (Rom. 7:12, 14), be done away with at the Jewish Messiah’s re-
deeming death of Israel? The freedom and grace that we have in Messiah does not condone, justify nor
give Christians license to sin, and sin is defined by Mosaic Law. One cannot know the full extent of sin
without Mosaic Law “...for by the law is the (full) knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20; cf. Rom. 7:7, 12,
14), and “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” (1st John 3:4 NKJV).”!

God is faithful, even if nrost of the Jewish people have not been (although all the Apostles and Christians
for the first 8 yearyzs’ the Resurrection were all Jews. There were no Gentiles until Cornelius (Acts

* For a greater understanding of what the Pharisees were requiring of the Apostles, see Law 102, pp. 4-7; Jesus

and the Pig.

A phrase that Christians use to justify not keeping the Sabbath, and eating ham and shrimp, etc., is, “We’re no
longer under the Law,” which is an incredibly naive statement for a Gentile Christian to make. When were Gen-
tile Christians ever “under the Law”? One must be Jewish to have been born “under the Law” (as Yeshua was;
cf. Gal. 4:4). Their phrase is not a “free, get out of Mosaic Law (Jail) card,” nor does it mean that Christians
don’t have to keep Mosaic Law (and actually, they’re already keeping its so-called moral laws, like love God
and don’t murder). Not being under the Law is a theological phrase that means that the Law cannot condemn a
Christian, Jew or Gentile, to Hell, because as one Born from Above, he’s died to self and the Law has no author-
ity to condemn a dead man, but it still retains God’s divine authority to present what is sin and what is holiness.
See No Longer Under the Law? and its complement, Law and Grace.

% See Romans 14, “Any Day Can Be My Sabbath,” and the Mosaic Dietary Law and also, Law 102.
51

49

See Romans 3:20—The Full Knowledge of Sin to understand that only with a knowledge of Mosaic Law can
Christians fully know what God declares to be sin, which in turn sets up God’s Christian lifestyle.
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10; 38-40 AD),” and one day, according to the Apostle Paul, all unsaved Israel will be saved.” Christians,
taking their cue from the Roman Catholic Church, have not replaced Israel, but are part of the Israel of
God (Gal. 6:16). All Born Again Christians become part of believing Israel, the Church (the Assembly;
the Called Out Ones), through God’s Grace and Cornerstone, Yeshua, the Son of David.” Christians are
called to walk out their faith in the Jewish Messiah through all Mosaic Law that applies to them, just as
their Savior did.

ACT Lovingly

Jeffrey Tigay is a traditional Jewish scholar who realizes that Mosaic Law teaches Israel how to love her
God by the doing of the commandments. Being at a disadvantage, because he doesn’t know Yeshua, and
most likely, has never seen Yeshua’s answer to the Honest Scribe, he is still able to offer a keen insight
into what love of God is, seeing it connected to the commandments. Christian pastors and theologians
would be wise to take heed, for loving God and neighbor is not just a warm, fuzzy feeling, but the keep-
ing of Mosaic Law. Tigay states that,

2 In the days of the Apostles there were tens of thousands of Jewish Christians, and although not all Jews believed,

there is no Gentile country in the last 2,000 years where all the Gentiles have truly believed (been Born from
Above). God is taking out a remnant from each Gentile people group (Rev. 7:9; 14:6). Some places in Acts
where Jews were Born from Above are Acts 2:41, 47; 4:14; 5:14; 6:1, 7; 9:31, 35, 42; 13:43; 14:1; 17:1-4, 11;
18:8, 17; 21:20. Note the progression of how thousands of Jews come to believe, and then how the Jewish Chris-

tians multiplied (Acts 2:41; 4:4; 6:7; 9:31).

Also, the first Gentile to believe in Yeshua was Cornelius, in Acts 10, which took place 8-10 years&:[%;/‘ the
Resurrection (cf. Acts 10:28, 34-35; 11:18). Before that, there weren’t any Gentile Christians: salvatior was not
only “of the Jews,” as Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:22), but all the Jewish Christians
believed it was “only for the Jews.” That’s why Peter is shocked (Acts 10:28, 34-35) by God sending him to
Gentile Cornelius. God used Peter, the chief Apostle, as a “bridge” into the Gentile community. Also, this way,
when Paul comes to Jerusalem declaring all the miracles that the Lord did among the Gentiles through Silas and
himself, the Jewish Christians weren’t shocked, like they were when they found out about Peter and Cornelius
(Acts 11:1f., esp. v. 18, which proves that Cornelius was the first Gentile to come to Christ).

Now some might say that Cornelius wasn’t the first Gentile, and speak of the Samaritans and/or the Ethiopian
eunuch, but the Samaritans were considered “half Jews,” worshiping Yahveh, albeit, in a less than acceptable
manner; and the Ethiopian eunuch, reading Isaiah, on his way back from worshipping at the Temple in
Jerusalem, must have been a Jewish man, because Philip isn’t shocked (as Peter was) at the Spirit telling him to
speed up to the eunuch’s chariot, for if the eunuch was a Gentile we would have seen some resistance on Philip’s
part, and also, unlike Peter’s fiery opposition from the Elders and Apostles in Jerusalem, to having gone to a
Gentile’s house (Acts 11:1f.), there isn’t a word about the eunuch’s ethnicity nor any “push-back” to Philip,
meaning that the eunuch must have been a Jewish man.

Also, Cornelius was whom Peter referred to at the Jerusalem Council (48 AD), concerning what the Gentiles
must do in order to be saved: Jesus and Torah (as symbolized in circumcision), as the believing Pharisees es-
poused, or just faith in Jesus (Acts 15:1f,, esp. v. 7: “And when there had been much dispute” [read: lots of argu-
ing and shouting! That’s how Jews “debate”], “Peter rose up and said to them, “Men and brethren! You know
that a good while ago God chose among us that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the Word of the Gospel
and believe;” Acts 15:7). Peter is specifically referring to Cornelius & Friends in Acts Ten, 8-10 years earlier
(38-40 AD).

> Exodus 8:22-23; 9:4, 6, 26; 10:21-23; 11:7; 12:12-13, 23-33; 13:5, 8-9, 11-15, 21-22; 14:4, 8, 13-14, 16, 17, 18,
19-20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30; 19:5; 33:12-17; 34:8-11; Lev. 20:24, 26; Num. 33:50-56; Dt. 4:7-8,
33-37; 7:6, 14; 10:15; 14:1-3; 26:18-19; 28:9-10, 12-14; 32:9-13; 33:3, 29; 1st Kings 8:53; 2nd Kings 21:7-8;
Psalm 132:13-18; 135:4; 144:15; 147:19-20; Isaiah 27:2-6; 41:8-9; 42:1; 43:3, 4, 15, 20, 21; 44:21, 22; 45:4, 17,
19, 25; 46:3, 4, 13; 49:14-16; 52:8-12; Jeremiah 31:1-37; 46:27-28; 47:27-28; 50:11, 17-20, 33-34; 51:19, 24,
45, 49; Ezk. 20:6; 34:23-31; 37:28; Zech. 2:8; 8:2-8; Rom. 9-11:25-29, etc.

3 Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11; 1st Peter 2:7.

33 Luke 1:30-33; Revelation 22:16.
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“love of God in Deuteronomy is not only an emotional attachment to Him, but something
that expresses itself in action. This is in keeping with the fact that Hebrew verbs for feel-
ings sometimes refer as well to the actions that result from them. When Deuteronomy de-
scribes God’s love for man, it means a love expressed in benevolent acts, “as in 10:18:”
God “loves (NJPS: befriends) the stranger, providing him with food and clothing” (see
7:8...and 23:6). Israel’s duty to love God is likewise inseparable from action; it is regu-
larly connected with the observance of His commandments, as in 10:12-13; 11:1, 13;
19:9; 30:16. In such contexts “love” means “act lovingly.” This usage is comparable to
that of ancient Near Eastern political terminology where “love” refers to the loyalty of
subjects, vassals, and allies...In fact, one of the striking parallels between political
treaties and the covenant between God and Israel is the requirement that the vassal “love”
the suzerain—that is, act loyally to him—with all his heart. The command to love God
may accordingly be understood as requiring one to act lovingly and loyally toward Him.
How that should be done is spelled out in this paragraph and throughout Deuteronomy.”*®

In other words, one cannot love God just by an emotional or mental “feeling or attachment” but by the ac-
tual doing of His will as expressed in Mosaic Law. Many Christians “act” on their love of God and Man,
but their actions are not as expressive as God wants, for they fail to keep His Sabbath and His Feasts, and
eat things that God calls an abomination (e.g. Lev. 11:10-12).

Conclusion

Matthew 22:37-40 is an incredibly insightful and clear word from our Lord, that every law, statute and
rule of Moses has its “reason for being” in defining and explaining sow to walk out the Two Great Love
Commandments. In other words, Mosaic Law reveals God’s will and understanding of what is righteous
and what is sin; what is moral and what is immoral. Christians say they follow the “moral Law,” and that
they don’t have to follow the so-called “ceremonial laws,” which for them negates the 7th day Sabbath,
the Feasts of Israel, and the Mosaic Dietary laws, etc. Yeshua though, said to the honest Scribe, that all
the laws “hang” from the Two. This reveals that all of them are moral, or “right” to do. Not doing them is
disobedience to God’s will, and that is sin.

Who determines morality? Morality (or ethics) is simply “what is right and what is wrong.” Does Man or
God determine right and wrong? It’s “right” for those in the Kingdom of the Jewish King to obey Him
and His Father in keeping Mosaic Law. As Yeshua said when Satan tempted Him:

“It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
God’s mouth.”” (Matthew 4:4)

This hasn’t changed and Yeshua didn’t make that up. After their 40 years of wandering in the Wilderness,
Moses said to Israel in,

Deuteronomy 8:1-3: '“The commandment that I command you today you must be careful
to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the Land that Yahveh swore
to give to your Fathers. *You must remember the way that Yahveh your God has led you
these 40 years in the Wilderness, that He might humble you, testing you to know what
was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. *He humbled you
and let you hunger, but He fed you with Manna, which you did not know, nor did your
Fathers know, that He might make you to know that man does not live by bread alone,
but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of Yahveh.”

% Jeffrey H. Tigay, Nahum M. Sarna, General Editor, The JPS Torah Commentary: Deuteronomy (Philadelphia:
The Jewish Publication Society, 1996), p. 77.
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Yeshua said, “every word that proceeds from God’s mouth.” The Father’s sacrifice of His Son didn’t do
away with His holy Law. It did away with Satan’s stranglehold on Israel. It freed Israel from Satan’s
Kingdom of sin, sickness, rebellion and death, and filled her with His Holy Spirit. Now, anyone, Jew or
Gentile, who wants to become part of the heavenly Israel of God is able to be led by the Spirit and walk in
God’s righteous and loving Law. Yeshua’s sacrifice made a way for our sin nature to be done away with,
not God’s holy Days and holy Ways.

With Yeshua stating that the Law will be with us until this Earth is “no more,” and that all in His King-
dom who break and teach others against the least of the commandments will be least in His Kingdom,
Mosaic Law is brought to the forefront as God’s New Testament Christian lifestyle. Mosaic Law is the di-
vine Guideline for how to walk out our faith in the King of Israel.

Years ago I heard someone parse the letters of the Bible to mean, “Basic Information Before Leaving
Earth.” How very true. As Al says, “The Bible is intended to help people understand their purpose on
Earth and how to live a life that honors God.””’ Before Israel entered the Promised Land, Moses said to
them:

“Now, Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that
you may live!...You must not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it,
that you may keep the commandments of Yahveh your God which I command you...
Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as Yahveh my God commanded me,
that you should act according to them...Therefore be careful to observe them! For this is
your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these
statutes and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people!” For what
great nation is there that has God so near to it, as Yahveh our God is to us, for whatever
reason we may call upon Him? And what great nation is there that has such statutes and
righteous judgments as are in all this Law...?” (Deuteronomy 4:1-8)

Glory to Yeshua!*®

7 Bible.
% Last revised on Saturday, July 18, 2026.
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