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The seven pagan tribes in Canaan that Israel was told by God to destroy, so Israel could possess the land
of Canaan as God’s inheritance to them, had “filled up their cup of wickedness,” by the time of Joshua.
Therefore, God determined that it was time for them to be judged and exterminated (Gen. 15:16; cf. Lev.
18:20-30), not only due to their evil lifestyle, which would replicate itself in their children, as it had once
done to them as children of their parents, but the “worship” practices, being vile and including child sacri-
fice,1 would infect the Hebrews.
The carnal character or personality traits of the pagan tribes in Canaan can be found within Christians.
Christians too have “land to possess,” their soul, and it’s the Blood of Messiah Yeshua and the Work of
the Holy Spirit that fights for them, and with them, in this battle to overcome their carnal nature and to
walk in the Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 22-23, 25). In terms of the seven Tribes, some Christians are car-
nally more aggressive than others, while others are carnally passive. Some are war-like while others are
intellectual, peaceful and sophisticated. These are all manifestations of pride, which God wants to expose
and deliver Christians from so they can fight the good fight of faith (1st Tim. 6:12; 2nd Tim. 4:7) and
overcome their carnality (Rom. 6:1-7). The definition of the names of the Tribes and/or their lifestyle will
offer insights into who they were and how Christians are like them, so that they can overcome their
carnality “in the Name of Yeshua.” The following Seven Tribes are in alphabetical order.

1. Amorites

The name Amorites אֱמרִֹי (Eh’mo’ri)2 is given the meaning of “hill dwellers; westerners,”3 which is “only
a geographic…term, not ethnic.”4 In other words it doesn’t speak of their character, but of where they
lived in Canaan; both in the “land in the west”5 (that is to say Israel proper), and on “the other side of the
Jordan” River “(Joshua 24:8),”6 the east side, which is in modern day Jordan. 
The three root Hebrew consonants (amar) denote to speak or to say. Perhaps we can glean from this that
they were vocal in their opposition to the God of Israel, choosing other gods, for we do know they strong-
ly opposed the God of Israel and His people Israel (cf. Joshua 10:1-43). The Amorites, Sihon of Heshbon
(Num. 21:27; Dt. 1:4) and Og of Bashan7 (who was about 11 feet tall), came against Israel with their

1 See The Lifting of the Veil—Acts 15:20-21, p. 214ff.
2 Francis Brown, S. R. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, Based on the Lexicon of Wilhelm Gesenius; Edward Robin-

son, translator and E. Rodiger, Editor, A Hebrew and English Lexicon, Abridged (Accordance Bible Software),
paragraph 1,362.

3 John Kohlenberger and William Mounce, Concise Hebrew-Aramaic Dictionary of the Old Testament, paragraph
1,346.

4 Ludwig Koehler, Walter Baumgartner, and J. J. Stamm, Authors; M. Richardson, translator, The Hebrew-Ara-
maic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 1 (Boston, MA USA: Brill Academic Publishers; 2002; Accordance
Bible Software), p. 68.

5 Ibid.
6 Ibid.
7 Numbers 21:23.
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armies, before Israel even entered the land of Canaan, but God immediately gave Israel their territory,
east of the Jordan River, defeating them in battle (Deut. 3:8-10).8 The Amorites were a very “war-like”9

people. They also sacrificed their infants in the fires of Molech, their chief god, out of both the desire to
obey the demands of their god, their fear of them, and their desire to secure his blessing. (Molech is just
another name for Satan, as his instructions to them for child sacrifice clearly reveals.)
These war-like and gross activities picture a carnal Christian who is overwhelmed by fear of the enemy
(his own carnal “giants”), due to his lack of faith in Yeshua to overcome his unbelief in Yeshua, and so he
succumbs to them, and walks in the perverse things of the flesh, as well as an antagonism toward Yeshua,
even though he “believes in Jesus.” He or she most likely presents themself as a strong Christian (the
“vocal” and “opposing the Hebrew God” part of the Amorite). Amoritic child sacrifice is seen in the pro-
fessing Christian women (and men who agree with them), who sacrifice their child to the abortion god—
the modern version of child sacrifice to Molech. Concerning Christians like that, Yeshua would say that
they know neither the Father nor the Son (John 8:19).
Amore (the Hebrew name of the father of the Amorites) was the fourth son of the man Canaan,10 and in-
terestingly enough, Canaan was the fourth son of Ham. Ham, in turn, was the second son of Noah (Gen.
9:18, 22; 10:16). Noah cursed Canaan, his grandson (Gen. 9:25), and here in the Amorites we see the
“fruit” of the curse: they were repugnant to God because of their mindset and lifestyle and so God defeat-
ed the Amorites through His people Israel.

2. Canaanites

The Canaanites כְּנעֲַניִ (Kih’nah’ah’ni) “developed the arts and sciences.” They “excelled in ceramic arts,
music, musical instruments and architecture.” They had “walled cities,” which were actually “superior to
that of later” Israeli “buildings.”11 This speaks of their architectural acumen. They most likely had more
people in the land and were there before the others because the land was named after them (Canaan).
Their name means, to be passive (not warlike), submissive, depressed and modest.12 They were merchants
with a passive and modest demeanor, who seemed humble and were lifeless (i.e. depressed), no doubt due
to their choice of gods and goddesses. Their chief characteristic was pride in their intelligence, which ex-
pressed itself in their music, musical instruments, ceramic arts and architecture. They were proud
merchants.13

They worshipped a fertility cult, meaning that they had sex with their priests and priestesses (i.e. cult har-
lots), at their shrines in order for their gods to send rain “to fertilize” their crops (i.e. to give them an
abundant harvest/s) not an unusual religious motif for most pagan religions, but they were more debased
than anyone else “in the ancient world.”14 Their form of worship entailed both heterosexual and homo-
sexual orgies. El was their chief god, who was noted for his gross and perverse behavior. He murdered his
father, his son and his daughter. Of course, his followers were like him, and so murder, hatred, envy and

8 Merrill F. Unger, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1988), p. 54.
9 Amorites.
10 Ibid.
11 Unger, Unger’s Bible Dictionary, p. 202.
12 Koehler, The Hebrew-Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 2, p. 484-485.
13 Brown, A Hebrew and English Lexicon, paragraph 10,671.

Koehler, The Hebrew-Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 2, p. 486.
14 Unger, Unger’s Bible Dictionary, pp. 202-203.
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adultery were traits of the Canaanites. 
Baal, son of El, was the god of thunder. Anat, Astarte and Ashemah were all feminine goddesses of sex
and war who were utterly depraved. The Ras Shamra clay tablets, 12th century BC, picture the religion of
ancient Canaan, describing the pantheon of the gods and goddesses of the Canaanites. Other gods were
“Mot, the god of death; Reshep the god of pestilence; Shulman the god of health and Koshar the god of
arts and crafts.”15 
Christians who have the Canaanite traits can murder and will commit adultery, especially in their minds
(and not deal with it “to overcome it in Christ;” cf. Mt. 5:21f., 28). They are very proud of their intellectu-
al and practical accomplishments and not realize that in their pride that they sin.
The Canaanites lived all over Canaan and they were literally descended from the man Canaan, (K’na’ahn
in Hebrew) was the fourth son of Ham (Gen. 10:6). Ham was the second son of Noah (Gen. 5:32; 6:10;
9:18, 22). All the other groups living in the land (except for the Perizzites) were actually descended from
sons that Canaan had, and so Canaan was their Father. The man Canaan literally received the curse from
his grandfather Noah (Gen. 9:25). 

3. Girgashites

The name Girgashite גִּרְגָּשִׁי (Ger’gashi) means “to draw away,16 to entice.” They were utterly immoral
and corrupt, and were a branch of the Hivites,17 descendants of the fifth son of Canaan (Gen. 10:15-16; 1st
Chron. 1:14), and of course, as a descendant of Canaan, were cursed as well. They lived west of the Jor-
dan River,18 in Israel proper. 
Girgashi is the Hebrew name for the fifth born son of Canaan, from which come the Girgashites.
The Christian who has these traits will cause other Christians in the assembly, etc., to be drawn away
from true belief in Yeshua, instilling “questions” and doubts into their hearts. This way, the heavenly
Seed planted within them will not grow (Mt. 13:3f.). He is a true stumbling block (Romans 14:13).

4. Hittites

“Hittite” in Hebrew is חִתִיּ (Hih’tea). The name comes from the Hebrew noun meaning “terror” (cf. Gen.
9:2). They were “utterly fearless,”19 powerful, warlike and covetous. They caused terror among the people
of the land and understandably, their neighbors were afraid of them. Their chief characteristic was aggres-
sion.20 Their religion consisted of a mixture of “Egyptian and Babylonian deities” and their chief goddess
was “Ishtar of Nineveh” (the Queen of Heaven; her name in English being “Easter,” cf. Acts 19:34: aka
Diana of the Ephesians; aka Astarte and Ashemah, Venus and Minerva, etc.). 
The Hittites lived all over Canaan, but had their regional abode in Syria. Before Abraham came into
Canaan they had an empire in modern day Turkey that rivaled Egypt and Babylon.21 The Hittites were de-

15 Ibid., p. 203. The Canaanites “were utterly immoral, decadent and corrupt, dangerously contaminating and thor-
oughly justifying the divine command to destroy their devotees (Deut. 20:17).” 

16 Gergashite.
17 Easton’s Bible Dictionary (Accordance Bible Software), paragraph 3,024.
18 Unger, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, p. 477.
19 Koehler, The Hebrew-Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 1, p. 363.
20 Unger, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, p. 580.
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scendants of Heth, the second born son of Canaan (Gen. 10:15; 1st Chron. 1:13). As such, they too were
cursed, being sons of Canaan.
Christians who have these traits are “militant Christians,” thinking that they will save Christianity from
the tyrannical government by militarily fighting the government. In the assembly they are aggressive and
can be seen as “strong Christians” because they are fearless, but they rely on their own strength, not the
Lord’s strength or wisdom. They don’t model what Yeshua said in saying,

“Behold! I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents
and harmless as doves.” (Matthew 10:16)

5. Hivites

The Hivites חִוִּי (Hih’vi) were “warmhearted, impulsive, overconfident…overly trustful…unwarlike,”22

“peaceable (Gen 34:21)”23 and deceitful. The Gibeonites were Hevites who didn’t want to fight against
Israel and so deceived Joshua into thinking they were from a country far from Canaan (Joshua 9:3f.). 
Hivi was the sixth son of Canaan (Gen. 10:6f.), and like the Canaanites, were merchants or traders. They
were scattered all over Canaan; from the foothills of Mt. Hermon in the northeast to Gibeon in the south.24

Shechem, the man who raped Jacob’s daughter Dinah, was a Hivite.25 He and his father were told that the
only way that he could marry Dinah was if all the men were circumcised, like them. They agreed, but told
their townspeople, other Hivites, that with the merger all that was Jacob’s would become theirs (Gen.
34:2-31). The Hivites were also cursed, coming from the sixth son of Canaan (Gen. 10:15-17).
The Christian who exhibits characteristics of a Hivi will be warmhearted, impulsive, overconfident and
over-trustful, as well as peaceable…and deceitful. Even though some of these characteristics don’t seem
evil, they are carnal. The Holy Spirit wants to mold this person into the characteristics that align with the
Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)—God’s peacefulness and God’s love, etc., and of course, to remove the
deceitful propensity, etc.

6. Jebusites

The name Jebusite יבְוּסִי (Yivu’si) means, “trodden hard, or fastness,”26 and “to tread down”27 i.e. a “thresh-
ing place,”28 or “to trample,” derived from a verb usually used in reference to the judgment or destruction
of a city. The Jebusites were “warlike,”29 and many of them lived in Jebus (which would become
Jerusalem after King David captured it). Because of its location on the Judean Hills, Jebus was a place of
natural fortification and so it was easily defended against enemies attacking it. LaMoine says of the Je-
busites that, 

21 Ibid.
22 Ibid.
23 “Hivites,” NIV Compact Bible Dictionary, n/p.
24 Easton’s Bible Dictionary, paragraph 3,559.
25 Ibid.
26 “Jebus,” Easton’s Bible Dictionary, para. 3,915.
27 LaMoine F. DeVries, author; Edwin Hostetter, editor, Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible, p. 676.
28 Strong’s Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary of the Old Testament, paragraph 2,998.
29 Koehler, The Hebrew-Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 1, p. 655.
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“At the time of the arrival of the Israelites in Canaan (1400 BC) they were ruled by
Adonizedek (Josh. 10:1, 23). They were defeated by Joshua and their king was slain, but
they were not entirely driven out of Jebus” until “the time of David, who made it the cap-
ital of his kingdom instead of Hebron. The site on which the” Temple of Solomon was
“built belonged to Araunah, a Jebusite, from whom it was purchased by David, who re-
fused to accept it as a free gift (2nd Sam. 24:16-25; 1st Chr. 21:24, 25).”30 
The Jebusites lived in the “hill country (Num. 13:29; Joshua 11:3),” but were primarily
“on the border between Benjamin and Judah (Judges 1:21 and Joshua 15:63,31 respec-
tively), which is where Jerusalem is found. The Jebusites are also identified as descen-
dants of Canaan (Gen. 10:16), the fourth son of Ham.”32

The Jebusites came from the third son of Canaan, and they were cursed because their father had been
cursed by Noah. “Yahvus” would have been the way Canaan’s third son’s name was pronounced.
The Christian who has the characteristics of Yahvus would be aggressive and oppressive to his friends, his
wife, children and others in the assembly, “pressing them down” emotionally. 

7. Perrizites

The name Perizzite פרְָּזיִ (Pra’zi) seems to be the only group of the seven Tribes who may not have their
lineage back to Ham and Canaan. There isn’t any biblical lineage for them.
The name doesn’t offer a definable internal characteristic. HALOT speaks of the basic noun meaning
“country people” or “slaves,”33 and that the Perizzite was an “inhabitant of an open, unwalled town”
meaning “to be isolated, separated”34 from the general population of Canaan. They say it’s also possible
that the name means the Perizzites were a “section of the population driven out of a town and living in the
open country,”35 but this would be strange as there’s nothing in Scripture to warrant this concept except
for the Hebrew leper not being able to dwell among Israel, but outside of cities and villages, yet the He-
brew leper was still a Hebrew. It doesn’t seem that Gentiles separated their lepers like that, and there’s
nothing to suggest the the Perizzites were lepers. Scripture never mentions them as lepers, and as one of
the tribes that Joshua fought, he never mentions anything unusual about them. They seemed to have lived
“regular lives” as farmers, “isolated” from the other peoples of the land.
They are usually “defined” by their location in the land, seen as being “isolated” or “separated” from the
six other groups in the land, and living in “the open country, as distinct from unwalled towns”36 (cf. Dt.
3:5) or what we might call “country villages.” Freedman thinks the name may be related to a Hebrew
term meaning “rural person”37 (country bumpkins?), which if they were in country villages and fields

30 “Jebus,” Easton’s Bible Dictionary, paragraph 3,915.
31 Ibid.
32 LaMoine, Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible, p. 676.
33 פרֶֶּזפרָָּז Ludwig Koehler, Walter Baumgartner, and J. J. Stamm, Authors; M. Richardson, translator, The He-

brew-Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, vol. 3 (Boston, MA USA: Brill Academic Publishers; 2002; Ac-
cordance Bible Software), p. 965.

34 .Ibid, p. 965 פרז
35 .Ibid, p. 965 פרְִּזִּי
36 פרְָּזוֹן פרְָּזוֹת  Ibid, p. 965.
37 David Noel Freedman; Allen C. Myers, Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Amsterdam University Press; Dec.

2000), p. 1030.
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would be rural people. Strong’s also thinks that they were considered “rural people” living in the “open
country.”38 Easton’s Bible Dictionary writes that the Perizzites,

“were the graziers,39 farmers, and peasants…They are afterwards named among the con-
quered tribes (Josh. 24:11). Still lingering in the land however, they were reduced to
servitude by Solomon (1st Kings 9:20).”40 They primarily dwelt in “the forested hill
country of Samaria, where Ephraim and Manasseh later settled.”41

The Perizzites also dwelt in the region south and southwest of Mt. Carmel, in the fertile central portion of
Canaan,42 which would be further north of Samaria. With them being named in Scripture, and that as part
of the other conquered tribes, it’s certain that they were a tribe and not say, Hittites that were “pushed
away” from Hittite cities because of them being lepers or undesirables. 
According to Hittitologist Trevor R. Bryce, the Perizzites are a distinct people group whose origin or lin-
eage is unknown, even outside the Bible, but there is speculation. Bryce writes,

“The Perizzites cannot be linked to any peoples or lands known from extra-biblical
sources,” but there are speculative links to the Hivites and the Jebusites, who may have
originated from a region called Que in Assyrian sources or Kue/Quoah in biblical
sources.”43

The Jewish Encyclopedia states that when Abraham came into Canaan he found the Perizzites dwelling
near the Canaanites (Gen. 13:7), and God promised to destroy both these peoples (Gen. 15:20).44

From these non-personality, but territorial traits, it’s easy to draw up a sketch of a Christian who keeps to
himself in the assembly, most likely due to a low self-esteem. The Holy Spirit needs to heal that so the
Christian can be part of the assembly, something his counterpart in Canaan never wanted. 

Summary

The main characteristic or personality of the seven pagan peoples in the land of Canaan was pride, mani-
festing in different ways. As followers of Messiah Yeshua, in whom there was no pride, but a divine
humility, Christians need to be aware that their carnality can reflect any one, or a combination of, the
Seven Tribes of Canaan (cf. Romans 8:1-8f.). Our carnality can only be overcome by the Blood of Messi-
ah and the Holy Spirit within us.

1. Amorite—They were warlike and opposed God and His people Israel. This Christian’s pride seeks
to oppose the Spirit of God within him who would lead him into the Path of godly humility. This
person is a very aggressive Christian in his/her social relationships, especially when it comes to
abortion. His carnality wants to destroy him (and others), and seeks to stop his forward progress
“in Yeshua” to conquer his soul. As he stands up to his carnality, as Israel did to the Amorites, in
the Name of Yeshua, the Lord helps him to claim his soul and turn his proud, aggressive war-like

38 Strong’s Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary of the Old Testament, para. 6,544.
39 Grazier is one who raises cattle or sheep for market.
40 “Perizzites,” Easton’s Bible Dictionary, para. 5,781.
41 Hostetter, Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible, p. 1,030.
42 Who Were The Perrizzites?
43 Trevor Bryce, The World of The Neo-Hittite Kingdoms: A Political and Military History (Oxford University

Press. 2012). p. 66.
44 Jewish Encyclopedia under Perizzite. 
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nature into the humility of Yeshua and His love for others (Mt. 11:28-30).
2. Canaanite—Their name means to be passive (not warlike). They were a depressed, modest, “hum-

ble” and very perverse people. Their chief characteristic was pride in their intelligence, which
expressed itself in various endeavors, such as music, musical instruments, ceramic arts and con-
struction. This is an intelligent, but perverse Christian who may very well be the “praise and
worship leader, ”but is not confined to that. He appears humble, but is very proud of what he can
do, while murdering people and committing adultery in his mind, and possibly in real life. He
thinks he is impressing the Christians in the assembly. In other words, he thinks very highly of
himself.

3. Girgashite—The name means “to draw away, to entice.” They too were utterly immoral and cor-
rupt. This is a Christian who is easily enticed, tempted and taken off the Road, following his own
desires instead of submitting to Yeshua, and who entices others with his “questions about Jesus,”
and his doubts.

4. Hittite—The Hittite was very aggressive, fearless and a terror to all around him. This Christian is
aggressive and can be violent and “terrifying.” With the aide of the Holy Spirit he needs to learn to
subdue and overcome his carnal self so that Messiah Yeshua can be seen in his life as the gentle
Lamb that He is and wants us to be.

5. Hivite—The Hivites were warmhearted, impulsive, overconfident, overly trustful, unwarlike,
peaceable and deceitful. Christians who have Hivite characteristics are naive, foolish, overly trust-
ful, avoid confrontations and can be deceitful.

6. Jebusite—The Jebusite was warlike and a mocker (cf. 2nd Sam. 24:16-25). This is a Christian who
is aggressive, mocks other Christians and loves “to put people down.” 

7. Perrizite—Their chief traits were isolation and farming. This Christian allows his carnal nature to
keep him from being part of the assembly (or work place/school, etc.). 

These carnal characteristics prevail over a Christian’s nature when he or she, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, doesn’t subdue and defeat these characteristics that are against the godly Fruit of the Spirit.

A List of Ham’s Descendants

A. Ham (Gen. 10:1, 6-19) had four sons:
1. Cush

a. Seba
b. Havilah
c. Savtah
d. Ra’amah

a. Sheba
b. Dedan

e. Savtacha
f. Nimrod (the sixth son of Cush)

2. Mizri’im (Hebrew for Egypt)
a. Ludim
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b. Anamim
c. Lehabim
d. Naphtuhim
e. Pathrusim
f. Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim)

3. Put (i.e. modern day Libya; cf. Jer. 46:9; Ezk. 30:5; Nah. 3:9).
4. Canaan was the “father” of the Amorite, Canaanite, Girgashite, Hivite and Jebusite. The land of

Canaan was filled with his accursed descendants: “Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan! A servant
of servants he shall be to his brethren, and he said, “Blessed is Yahveh, the God of Shem, and
may Canaan be his servant. May God enlarge Japheth and may he dwell in the tents of Shem,
and may Canaan be his servant.”” (Genesis 9:25-27) And so they were servants to Israel, descen-
dants of Shem, the firstborn son of Noah (Gen. 5:32; 6:10; 7:13, 9:18). Canaan fathered or begot:
a. Sidon, Canaan’s firstborn son
b. Heth

a. Hititt (Hittites descended from Heth)
c. Jebus (Jebusites)
d. Amor (Amorites)
e. Girgash (Girgashites)
f. Hiv (Hivites)
g. Arki (Arkites)
h. Sini (Sinites)
i. Arvad (Arvadites)
j. Tamar (Tamarites)
k. Hamath (Hamathites)

The Lineage of the Covenant
A. The Covenant that God made with,

1. Noah (Gen. 6:18; 9:9-18), which came to his firstborn son,
2. Shem, whose covenant son was,
3. Arphaxad and then,
4. Salah and then,
5. Eber, who had,
6. Peleg (in his day the one land mass was split apart or “divided” into continents (Gen. 10:25), and

then his son,
7. Reu, who had,
8. Serug, who had,
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9. Terah, who had,
10. Abram (Gen. 15:18; God gave the Covenant to Abram).45

45 Revised on Monday, October 28, 2024.
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